















































THE - WESTERN 
UNDERWRITER 


A Weekly Newspaper of Insurance 
. Published Thursdays . 


















mie CHICAGO AND CINCINNATI, THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1900. $2_Per Annum. 
The Leading Fire Insurance Company of America. Incorporated 1819. Charter Perpetual. 
AZTNA INSURANCE CO. 
WM. HL KING, Secretory. WM. B. CLARK, President. A.C ADAMS, | Ausistent Secreterie. 
Cash Capital, - $ 4,000,000 00 wigs We ki 7 ges ee ® tied 
Cash Assets, i 13,019,411 20 >= be ‘Gwe General Agent. ‘Asst. General Agent 
Total Liabilities, - 3,861,796 13 = (A. BA i PACIFIC BRANCH, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
Net Surplus, - . - 5,157,015 00 ING ' BOARDMAN & SPENCER, 
Surplus to Policy Holders, - 9,157,615 07 sacl a Race. sp 
Losses Paid in 81 Years, - 85,641,084 50 LAND MARINE DE {ENT. 


CHICAGO, ILL. NEW YORK, 


WESTERN BRANCH, 145 La Salle Street 2 William Street. 


AETNA BUILDING, 413 VINE STREET 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. KEELER & GALLAGHER, General Anecie: 


Local agents in Philadelphia and elsewhere have had to face the sudden withdrawal of their companies as the result of heavy losses, rate wars, ¢tc. 


The Continental is not Withdrawing or Changing its Policy. 


FROM CONTINENTAL ‘AGENTS’ LETTERS: 

“The management is not vacillating. They know ‘“‘We have represented the Continental for the past 
‘‘what they want and what lines they will write, andifan ‘‘eight years, during which time they have stood stead- 
‘agent will take the trouble to find this out, his path is ‘‘fastly by us in every time of need, have protected our business 
“straight and easy. It does not plunge ome year and curiail the ‘when other companies were withdrawing, have never written a 
‘next; its course is always conservative, but decidedly ‘‘policy over our heads, and have in every instance cared 
‘‘progressive, and above all things, it is fair in its dealings ‘‘for our business regardless of lines.” 

‘‘and intensely loyal to its agents.” : 
PROTECT YOURSELF BY REPRESENTING THE CONTINENTAL. 


THE CONTINENTAL FIRE INSURANCE CO., 








Principal Office: Continental Building, 44-46-48 Cedar Street, New York. Western Department: Rialto Building, Chicago, Ill. 
D. W. C. SKILTON, President. J. H. MITCHELL, Vice-President. 
EDW. MILLIGAN, Secretary. JOHN B. KNOX, Assistant Secretary. 






Surplus to Policy Holders, $3,222,877.58. Total Losses Paid Over Forty-Four Million Dollars. 
CASH CAPITAL, TWO MILLION DOLLARS. 
8 H (FN | X Outstanding Losses, $271,196.59 Assets, $5,523,649.70 Reinsurance Reserve, $2,029,575.53 Net Surplus, $1,222,877.58 









THE WESTERN AND SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT, 


Northeast Corner Fourth and Elm Streets, CINCINNATI, O. 
_H. M. MAGILL, General Agent. 
AGENCIES IN ALL CITIES AND TOWNS. : 


THEO. F. SPEAR and GEO. M. LOVEJOY, Asst. General Agents. 
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‘Columbia 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF DAYTON, O. 


CONFINES ITS BUSINESS TO OHIO. 


O. I. GUNCKKEL, 
Secretary. 


E. M. THRESHER, 
President. 


Cooper 
Fire Insurance Company 


OF DAYTON, O, 





Cas. D. MEAD, 
President. 


H. E. Map, 


Vice-President. 


Cuas. W. Scueng, 
Secretary 





“OLDEST IN THE WEST." 


1900 


a CINCINNATI 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 





P. W. Cadman, Pres. L. L. Townley, Sec’y. 





OHIO’S LEADING AGENCY COMPANY. 


Cincinnati Underwriters 


COMPOSED OF 
EUREKA SECURITY 
Fire and Marine Insurance Co. | Fire Insurance Company. 


ORGANIZED 1864. ORGANIZED 1881. 


CAPITAL $100,000. ASSETS $290,182. | CAPITAL $160,000. ASSETS $271,769. 
SURPLUS $191,199. SURPLUS $186,910. 


COMBINED STATEMENT. 
Capital $250,000. Assets $572,092.80. Surplus $396,892.19. 





FIRE UNDERWRITERS AGENCY \| ATION AL INsu RA NCE 


National Insurance Company, 


OF CINCINNATI, 


GENERAL INSURANCE---STATE OF OHIO ONLY. 


G. W PoHLMAN, E. W. BuRNET, 


PRESIDENT. 


GARDNER E. MEEKS, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 


SECRETARY. 





OF OINOINNATI, OHIO. 


General Insurance — State of Ohio Only. 


E. W. Burnet, 


SECRETARY. 


GARDNER E. MEEKS, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 


G. W. PoHLMAN, 


PRESIDENT. 





An QOnio Company. 


WASHINGTON 


(FIRE) 
INSURANCE COMPANY of Cincinnati, 0. 
PAID*UP CAPITAL, - - = $150,000.00 


MAS BEEN IN CONTINUAL OPERATION 
AND HAS MET EVERY OBLIGATION FOR 


ACENTS WANTED IN OHIO. 


E. F. WEISS, Vice President and Secretary. 








WAT’L HENCHMAN DAVIS, President. 


CHARTERED 1836. 


64 YEARS. 


A CINCINNATI COMPANY. 


Merchants and fllanufacturers 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


Cincinnati. 


CHARTERED 1838. 


Capital - - 





PERPETUAL. 


$150,000. * $276,254. 


Assets - 
Sarplus - + $214,817. 


WILLIAM H. CaLvert, President. WINFIELD S. HUKILL, JR., Sec’y. 





131 East Third Street. Telephone 787. 















JAS. C. JOHNSON, PRESIDENT 
O. 8. WELLS, SEoRETARY 


Ohio Farmers Insurance Company 


LE ROY, OHIO. 


Fire, Lightning and Tornado Indemnity. 


Carefully Invested Assets on January Ist 1900 of $1,088,255.16, reserved 
as follows for the protection of policy-holders : 


$888,078.81 
65,854.44 
Pua Lae oe ie les eee My ae 134,321.91 


Hite eee ea ee " $1,088,255.16 
ORCANIZED IN 1848. 































THE WESTERN 





| #3, W. CHAMPLIN, racsioenr. W. FRED McCBAIN, sec‘y ano maANacen. 


THE GRAND RAPIDS 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


FUTURE FIELD: 


The Grand Rapids in the future will confine its writing to Michigan 


and adjacent States—a strictly Western Company doing the largest busi- 
ness in its own State of any individual company. 


PROMPT, PROGRESSIVE, LIBERAL. 


Agents wanted in cities and villages in above territory where we are not now represented. 


The Fidelity & Casualty Company 


97 TO 103 CEDAR STREET, N. Y. CITY. 
ASSETS + 





$3,291,595.42 

612,219. 52 
9,969 836.13 
CasuaLtTy INSURANCE SPECIALTIES. 


FIDELITY—Bonds of Suretyship for persons in positions 
of trust. 

CASUALTY—Personal Accident, Plate Glass, Boiler, Ele- 
vator, Employer's, Landlord's and Common Carrier's 
Liability 

OFFICERS: 
GEoRGE F. SEwarRD, President. 
Rosert J. Hitias, Treas. and Secy. HENRY Cross ey, Asst. Secy. 





The Western and Southern 
Lite Insurance Company, 
OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


PAID-UP CAPITAL, - - - - $100,000.00 


FRANK CALDWELL, Prest. W. J. WILLIAMS, Secy. 


GOOD LIVE AGENTS WANTED. 





PUBLISHED BY 


The Western Underwriter Company, 
CINCINNATI AND CHICAGO. 


Underwriters’ Hand-Book of Michigan, Published Biennially. 
Underwriters’ Hand-Book of Ohio and West Virginia, 
Published Annually. 


The most complete publications of the kind issued. In use by 
General, Special and Local Agents. Agency Directory, Company 
Statistics, Town Information. 





LIFE AGENTS! 


take The Life Underwriters’ Supplement 


As an auxiliary to your regular insurance paper. 


Prepared especially for the field man. Treats on Life Insurance 
exclusively. Semi-technical and educational in 
character. NO NEWS. 

MONTHLY - = $1.50 PER YEAR. 


164 La Salle St., CHICAGO, ILI. 


| 
3 


1 ¢ 


UNDERWRITER. 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 


(Incorporated by the State of New York.) 


“The Leading Industrial Insurance Company in America.” 





Is represented in all the Principal Cities of the United States 
and in Canada. 
The Payment of over Two Hundred and Fifty Death Claims Daily 
TELLS OF THE GOOD IT DOES. 


INSURANCE IN FORCE OF OVER $700,000,000 


Attests its Greatness and Favor with the Public. 
PERMANENT, PROFITABLE AND PROGRESSIVE EMPLOYMENT. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


Any honest, capable and industrious man, who is willing to begin at the bottom 
and acquire a complete knowledge of the details of the business by diligent study and 
practical experience, can, by demonstrating his capacity, establish his claim to the 
highe-t position in the field. It is within his certain reach. The opportunities for 
merited advancement are unlimited, All needed explanations will be furnished upon 


| application to the ers Superintendents in any of the principal cities, or to the 


Home Office, No. 1 Madison Avenue, New York City. 





OFFICERS. 

J. J. THompson, Cashier and Ass’t Sec'y. 

JAMES S. RoBERTS, Ass’t Secreiary. @ 

JAMES M. CRAIG, Actuary 

HON, STEWART L. Wooprorp, Counsel. 
A. H. Kn1GHT, Ass’t Medical Director 


ORDINARY and 
INDUSTRIAL 
< LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES. 


JouN R. HEGEMAN, President. 

HALEY FISKE, Vice-President. 

GEORGE H. GASTON, 2d Vice-Pres’t. 
GEORGE B. WOODWARD, Secretary. 
‘THOMAS H. WILLARD, Medical Director. 





> PRUDENTIA BOTH SEXES, AGES 1 TO 70. 


Policies Easy to Sell. 
Amounts $15 to $100,000. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


The Prudential Insurance 
Company of America. 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, Paesioenr. 
Home Office, NEWARK, N. J. 


HENRY BOHL, Sup't of Agencies, Ohio and Indiana, COLUMBUS, 0. 





ROR OOOO BEE ORGY 


COMPANY, 


422-426 EAST PEARL STREET, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO; 


Manufacturers of 


“THE 
AIRLIGHT” 


The following points recommend 

it to insurance people: 
First—One 

gas for all the lights. 95 per cent. 


generator supplies 


ofair is mixed with the gas at 
generator and is conveyed by means of pipe to a point where the light is de- 
sired, therefore the gasoline tank can be kept where it is most out of the way 

Second—The generator is on the level with the tank and connected thereto & 
by a pipe leading from the top of the tank to the top of generator and a pipe 
leading from the bottom of generator to bottom of tank, therefore the gasoline 
will stand in the generator on the level with that in the tank at all times 
The needle valve is located at a higher level, consequently the gasolinecan 4 
The ¥ 
fill can whici goes with each machine, positively prevents the spilling of gaso- & 
line while filling the tank or overfilling same, 
vent the spilling of gasoline. 
dents with same 

The light produced by the AIRLIGHT is sw r to arc lights, requires less 


attention than one single GASOLINE or coal oil lamp. 5,000 of them in use. 
Endorsed by the Southeastera Tariff Association, and a number of other Boards. 


never leak out of defective valves or when valves should be left open. 


For these two reasons we pre- 
The spilling of gasoline is the cause of all acci- $ 











THE WESTERN 


UNDERWRITER. 








Every Bond and | Poltey 1 issued 
by this Company is secured by 
First Mortgage Bonds deposited 
with the State of Iowa. 


A SOLID WESTERN COMPANY. 


BREA ET Ac 
All Popular Forms of. Life and 
Investment Contracts. 





INSURANCE 
COMPANY. 


Active Agents Wanted for First- 
Class Territory. 


GENERAL OFFICES, 


Cc. E. MA ‘ ; ’ 
BIE, PRESIDENT. — 995 La Salle St., CHICAGO, IL. 








First Old-Line Stock Accident Co. Incorporated in Illinois. 


Accident and Health. 


— 


NORTH Se 
\MERIC\N 
\CCIDENT g 


SPECIAL AGENTS. 
SUB AGENTS. 
LOCAL AGENTs, 


INSURANCE CU! 
CHIC A Le ad 


Write to A. E. FORREST, Secy. 


217 La Salle Street, Chicago, 


FOR STATE OR GENERAL AGENCY TER‘Is. 
$1,800 to $6,000 per year paid to producers. 


| EXCLUSIVE TERRITORY GIVEN. 





ORGANIZED 1851. 


“"" PHOENIX 
MUTUAL LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 














OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


issues the most popular forms of life insurance 
contracts of any company in the world. For ter- 


ritory, liberal terms to agents and sample policies, 


ADDRESS, 
JULES GIRARDIN, Gen. Agt. for Ill, - The Temple, Chicago, Il. 
ROB’T N. FRYER, Gen. Agt. for Sou. Ohio and Ky., - Cincinnati. 
FOX & NIELSEN, Gen. Agts. North. Ohio, Garfield Bldg., Cleveland. 





ILLINOIS LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


Fort Dearborn Building, 


Monroe and Clark Streets, CHICAGO, ILL., 


Issues all desirable forms of policy contracts with 
guaranteed surrender values written in the poli- 
cies, It presents many new and original features 
not contained in the policies of any other company. 
OaistandingInsurance, over . 


Cash and invested assets, Over.............---------...00 00+ 
Liabilities (inclading policy reserve per certificate 


-. 88,500,000.00 
190,000.00 


Ailinois Las. Department,Dec. 31, 1899, $51,318.54) 72z.7Z5A 
| Surplus, over. 115,000.00 
| Amount paid te policy holders’ and beneficiaries to 

date, over. a 160,000 00 


Liberal Contracts made with ‘Reliable Agents 





INCORPORATED IN 1847. 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 


OF PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


GROSS ASSETS ° - . 
SURPLUS - - * - ° 


: ee PENN is purely MuTwAL. 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY... 


39, 460,480.82 
4,996,620.22 


Insurance is furnished at exact cost. Its factors 





mortality, interest and expense —have all been highly favorable in this company. | 

All policies are Non-ForrerraB_Le for reserve value, the latter being applied to 
“EXTENSION” or to “Parp Up,”’ as may be desired. Its policies are free from techni- 
calities and become INCONTESTABLE for any cause after one year. 


a 
HARRY F. WEST, President. 
GEorGE K. JoHNSON, Vice-President. HENRY C. Brown, Sec’y and Treas. 
ara J. BARKER, Actuary. JoHN W. HAMER, Manager Loan Dep't. 
Cc. Lippincott, Manager of Agencies. 


J. W. IREDELL, JR., Gen’l Mgr., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
F. A. KENDALL, Gen’l Agent, Cleveland, Ohio, 


The |)nion Central Life Insurance Co. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 





ASSETS, JANUARY 1, 1899, ...........-..:00+ $21,048,198.30 
Sa iistirchighshibnipshinninimitnapvatiishinnatteiindends 2,836,252.59 


No Fluctuating Securities — Largest Rate of Interest — 
Lowest Death Rate. — Endowments at Life Rates 
and Twenty Payment Guaranty Policies Specialties. 


Large and Increasing Dividends to Policyholders. 
Desirable Contract and Good Territory open for Live Agents. 


JOHN M. PATTISON, President. 


H. H. HALLOWELL, Ass’t Sec’y and Treas. | 


| C. KE. Grrpert, Ass’t Sec’y. 








A LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


That will protect and advance agents. 
That will promote in the order of merit. 
e That issues mutual, profit-sharing policies. 
Vv That issues all modern forms of policies. 
That guarantees values and leaves none in doubt. 
KX That combines income to insured with protection. 
a That has a successful record of 21 years. 


That has a ratio of admitted assets to lia- 
bilities of 1:30. 


SUCH A COMPANY is... 
THE FIDELITY MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


WRITE FOR AGENCY TERMS AND TERRITORY TO 
L. @. FOUSE, Pres. ALEX. McKNIGHT, V-Pres., P. O. Drawer 1536, Phila. 


= AETNA LIF 


GIVES RESULTS IN 

















Insurance Company 
of Hartford, Conn. 


, LIFE, TERM and ENDOWMENT INSURANCE 
WHICH ARE UNEQUALED. 


The Largest 


company in the LIFE, ACCIDENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE 














World writi 
Assets, January 1, 1900................. $52, 850,299.90 
SN Faas cescbaassbvudasccues 47,408,084.04 
GHEE sonsass ocite canes Pedanecrsee vac $5, 442,215.86 


MORGAN G. BULKELEY, President. 


J. L. ENGLISH, Secretary. 


COLLIN FORD, Manager Southern Ohio Agency, Cincinnati, O. 


F.C, CHAPMAN, Manager Northern Ohio Agency, Cleveland, 0. 
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THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 





THE WEST VIRGINIA GENERAL AGENCY 


—— REPRESENTING—— 
Palatine Insurance Co., Ltd., 
National Assurance Co., 
Netherlands Fire Insurance Co., 
Prussian National Insurance Co., 
Helvetia Swiss Fire Insurance Co., 
Aachen and Munich Fire Insurance Co. 
All losses adjusted and paid from our office. 
LOHMEYER & GOSHORN, General Agents, 


CHARLESTON -ON-KANAWHA. W. VA. 
Correspondence with agents solicited. 








~_oewrrrrrrrrrrerrrrvrrrrrwrereerweeeeewvrrevrevryy,:* 
he hh he hh bb ba hh hh hh hh ha hi ha ha ha hi hi hi he ha he hi hi he ha hi hi he hh hh 


IN LINE With the Times 


No Opportunity is Overlooked for the Improvement of 
.» UNION MUTUAL POLICIES. They are Kept .-. 
THOROUGHLY MODERW IN PRIVILEGES 
GENUINELY PROTECTIVE IN RESULTS 
es ~ -* - ee WITHOUT DE- 9 


a el WITHOUT RE- 
STRICTIO! 


BOTH cuacremanns AND AGENTS 














(INCORPORATED 1848.) 


Union Mutual 


FAIRLY TREATED ALWAYS. Life Mnsurance Co. , 


T a PORTLAND, MAINE. 
GoopD yaetreay EADY sad 
R GOOD AGENTS- 69 FRED. E. RICHA , PRESIDENT. 


ARTHUR L. BATES, vice-PResivenT. 
pAteess (THORNTON CHASE, Sufi., 84 Adams Street, Chicago, Il. 


be he hn bn tn on bo te tt Me hi Mi hi hi a Me Mi MM i Me Mn i lh 
» + 4 bp bbb be bp bb bbb he hh 
sb he bp bp bn hn bn be be be be be bh he be hh ne 
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| TOTAL UNITED STATES ASSETS 
| NET SURPLUS 


NO OVERHEAD WRITINC. 


= LANCASHIRE conrany 


MANCHESTER, ENCLAND. 
DIGBY JOHNSON, General Manager. 





82,260,766 
614,157 


Agents desiring to represent THE LANCASHIRE, address the 
Special Agents, or 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
218 La SALLE SrT., CHICAGO, 


CHAS. B. CILBERT, Manager. JAMES C. CORBET, Asst Manager. 


H. M. GIBBS, Special Agent Ohio and W. Va., += Columbus, O. 
H. M. WARDLE, Special Agent Michigan, - - Detroit. 


GERMANIA comeany.. 
COMPANY... 


62 and 64 William Street, Cor. Cedar, NEW YORK. 





Statement, January 1, 1899. 
Cash Capital 





i ici Rise R ek aesbevecest hed ened snes Sbterneesushasee « -$1,000,000.06 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums . 1,506,907.40 
Reserve for Losses under Adjustment 77, 01.11 

| Reserve for all other claims 35,823.11 
Net Surplus : 2,093,713.39 

I in oi5.0. 0:06 np se sncgn das asvegenteeksceered¢ézeshs epatataseeion $4,713,945.01 


Gro. B. EDWARDS, 


HUGO SCHUMANN, President. 


CHARLES RUYKHAVER, Secretary. 
Gustav Kenr, Ass't Secretary. 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 


. VON BEENUTH, . . 
va. Vor S = } vice-presidents. 





Ss I 0 T 
either eee ayy Suet, Mt — ae Say ae 4 E. G. HALLE, Manager, Royal Insurance Bldg., Chicago, I11. 
DP PL PPLE PL PPL OL LL APP PPP APPR PL LLLP PPE DP PPD H. Ww. CLAYTON, State Agent, Troy, o. 
wie teh | THE AMERICAN FIRE [INSURANCE 
UNITED STATES LIFE INS.CO. ‘ree 


IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


THE NEW POLICY Spares 
EXTENDED INSURANCE, 
PAID-UP VALUES AND . 
LOANS AT 5 PER CENT. e 
Agents Wanted in Unoccupied Territory. 


R. P. WOODS, Mgr. for Ohio and Kentasky. © 222 W. 4th St., Cincinnati, 





All Policies now issued by this Company 
contain the following clause: 

“After one year from the date of issue, 
this policy shall not be disputed, provided 
the premiums are duly paid.” 

During 1898 the Company made material 
increase in income, assets, and surplus ; 
and can thus claim a substantial gain in 
the most important elements of safety 
and a. 

death claims paid WitHovT Dis- 
on NT as soon as satisfactory proofs have 
been received. 

Active and successful Agents, wishi 

ent this Company, may commun 3 
RICHARD E. Coc RAN, 3d Vice-Pres., 
at the Home Office, 261 Broadway, New York. 


OFFICERS: 
GEORGE H. BURFORD, - PRESIDENT. 
GEo. G. WILLIAMS, - - Vice-President. 
C. P. FRALEIGH, - - 2d Vice-President. 
RICcH’D E. CocHRAN, - 3d Vice-President 


A. WHEELWRIGHT, - - - + Secretary. 
. I. KENway, - - Assistant Secretary. 
ym. T. STANDEN, - - - = = Actuary. 

ARTHUR C. PERRY, - - - = = Cashier. 

JouN P. MUNN, - - - Medical Director. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
Geo. G. WILLIAMS, Pres, Chem. Nat. Bk. 
JOHN b TUCKER, - - + + = - Builder. 
ERKINS, JR. - Pres. Importers’ and 
Traders’ Nat. Bank. 
JaMeEs R. Plum, - - - = - - Leather. 








Philadelphia, Pa. 


Americanus Sum. 





CASH CAPITAL, > © se 
Reserve tor Reinsurance and all other claims, 
Surplus over all Liabilities, -« «-« «+ «+ 


- 8 500,000.00 
- «© 1,705,994.25 
504,733.42 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1899, $2,710,727.67. 


THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Manager. 


NELSON B. JONES, 
Special Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. 


RICHARD MARIS, Sec’y and Treas. 
WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’y. 


CHARLES L. HECOX, 
Special Agt. for Ohio, Columbus, Ohio. 





Insurance — 


NEW YO 
Henry B. Stokes, Pres.; 
Vice-Pres.; 
Frazee, Sec.; 
M. W. Torrey, Actuary; Dr. 
Supt. Agencies. 


H. Y. Wemple, 
J. H. Giffin, x Assit Sec.; 
= % Lane, 


i, 0. 
MORRELL, Mgr. for Northern Iilinois, Chicago. 


INCORPORATED 1865 


GERMAN INSURANCE Co. 


OF FREEPORT, ILL. 
The Largest and Most Successful Fire Insurance Company in the West. 


Assets, January 1, 1900 
Cash Capital neth Ohta ar aewageentd 
Liabilities, including reinsurance ... 
NET SURPLUS......... 


$3,446,194 15 
200,000 G0 
1,957,311 53 
1 288,882 62 


Cc. 0. COLLMAN, Pres. WM. TREMBOR, Sec. 
HENRY BAIER, V.-Pres. F. M. GUND, Ass’t Sec. 
D. B. SCHULTE, Treas. 


Ohio State Agent, THOS. H. SMITH, Dayton, O. 





THE 


MUTUAL LIFE 


GEO. W. MORRIS, President. 


DAVID MERIWETHER, Secretary. 


Home Office, - 


Admitted Assets, December, 1899... 


INSURANCE Co. 
OF KENTUCKY. 
Incorporated 1866, 
W. W. HITE, Vice-President, 
JOS. PETTUS, Treas. 
- Louisville, Ky, 
LhseG bene wae aeeKdebwd $2, 909,252.47 
40,534.97 
215,534.91 
. 3,485,364.74 


Coeeesesreseeseeereesese 


in Bonds deposited with the State Cnetneiien for the 


$200,000 
Benefit ofall Policy-holders. All claims 


and approval of proof of death. 


paid promptly upon receipt 


ROBERT SIMPSON, State Agent Ohio, and Kenton & Campbell Counties, ky. 


Pike Building, - 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


Cc. F. WHIPPLE, General Agent, 715 The Cuyahoga, Cleveland. 





THE OHIO GENERAL AGENCY 


AMERICAN INSURANCE (0. ---------- of Newark, WN. J. 
UNITED STATES FIRE INSURANCE CO. - - - - of New York, N. Y. 
ALLEMANNIA FIRE INSURANCE CO. - - - - - - - of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


A. K. MURRAY, General Agent, 
Offices: 315 W. Fourth St. 
Agents wanted at desirable points. CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


Remember: The Ohio General Agency is a Home Institution. 








6 THE WESTERN 


Rove! Ttstinis ereeP FRANK D. JACKSON, 


PRESIDENT. 


SIDNEY A. FOSTER, 


SECRETARY. 


Life Ins. Co.— 


Des Moines. 


AN OLD LINE IOWA COMPANY. 





OHIO GENERAL AGENCIES: 
Canton — J. W. A. STAUDT, JOHN M. COLE; Cincinnati — MAP. 
THEW NELSON; Toledo — 0. F. BENNRA; 
Defiance — D. E. DOZER. 


Good Territory for Good Men: More Men Wanted. 


Bhssscemmccniannionens 





~The Northern Cental Life Insurance Ch 


TOLEDO, OHIO. 


| Chartered and Organized under the Legal Reserve Law of Ohio. 
Capital Stock $100,000, Deposited with the State. 





The Northern Central, being located in the center of the populous Middle West, 
| will give it facilities for investment of its reserve, and a prestige which, with com- 
| petent management, can not help but place itin the front rank. Recognizing this 


| great field and its future, it has adopted the most popularand up-to-date plans of in 
vestment and life policies on the market to-day. 
Correspondence is invited with a view to arranging for State Agencies in Illinois, 





Iowa, Minnesota and Michigan. 


ADDRESS THE COMPANY. 


E. P. BRECKINRIDGE, J. G. Rosison, 


Secretary. 





The Western Underwriter 


Gummed Policy Labels. 


ANY SHAPE OR STYLE. 


In Red or Blue. In Gold or Silver, 
1,000...... . $2.75 1,000 .. +. BB.75 
| rr, 2,500 See 
5,000 yen 5.50 5,000 te 7.50 

10,000... 9.00 10,000 12.50 
Special prices quoted on larger quantities. In ordering make copy 
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The Largest Fire Insurance Company in Germany. 
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MAGDEBURG... 


ee—FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF MAGDEBURG, GERIIANY. 
ESTABLISHED 1844. 


United States Branch. Magdeburg Building, 71 William St., N. Y. 





} PAUL E. RASOR, manacer AD. DOHMEYER, Ass't Manacer 


HENRY FOWLER, General Agent for Western States, 
171 La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. 





BRITISH AMERICA ASSURANCE COMPANY 


Established 1833. 


FIRE AND MARINE. 


HEAD OFFICE, - - TORONTO, CANADA. 


UNITED STATES BRANCH. 


Assets 
Liabilities 


Net Surplus “eens 


Ist neonenenens 1900. 


Hon. GEORGE A. COX, presivenr. J.J. KENNY, vice-pacsioenr. 
W. T. BLACKWELL, suprt. of acencies. 


$1,215,253.29 | 
7320.30.40 | 


vitae ce 4,872.59 | 
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THE GERMAN 


Fire Insurance Company 
OF INDIANA. 


| A Strong Western Company with an Honorable Record 
of Forty-six Years. 





...6410,093.95 


Capital, Net Surplus, 


bewededed $310,146.63 


An “‘AGENTS’ ’’ Company. 


| THEODORE STEIN, President. 


THEODORE REYER, Treasurer. 
LORENZ SCHMIDT, Secretary. 


NELSON REID, Special Agent for Ohio, Columbus. 





TheThuringia-American 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


OF NEW YORK. 





Capital, Paid-up, - - - - $200,000.00 


ALLEN C. FRINK, Special Agent for Ohio, 


53 Euclid Avenue, CLEVELAND. 


F. H. BLACKMAN & CO., General Agents for Michigan, 
Moffat Block, DETROIT. 


CHARTERED i866. 


THE HARTFORD LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


33 Years’ Successful Business. 


Every desirable form of up-to-date contract is issued by this old and sterling 
Company. All rates and values guaranteed in the contract. 


“RESULTS ARE BEST PROOF.” 


Eighteen and One-half Million Dollars paid in Benefits. 
Ratio of Assets to Liabilities, $142 to $100 


First-Class Contracts and Al Territory for Business Producers. 








GEO. E. KEENEY, President. 


CHAS. H. BACALL, Secretary 











- ccna nn tis 















1900. 


April 19, 


— 





With which is combined 
BLACK AND WHITE—Established soo. 


Published Every Thursday by THE WESTERN 


UNDERWRITER COMPANY, Chicago ( 164 
La Salle Street), and Cincinnati (4Etna Build- 
ing). E. Jay Wohlgemuth, Manager; C. M. 
Cartwright, Managing Editor. Subscription 
Price, Two Dollars a Year; Single Copies, 10 
Cents Each. 


Entered at Chicago TPostoffice as mail matter of 
the second class. 








THE PUBLICITY BUREAU’S OPPORTUNITY. 
Word reaches THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER 
different Ohio where in- 
spectors of the Insurance Survey Bureau of 
that the local 
agents and citizens are in the dark as to their 
motives and movements. Agents state that 
the inspectors merely tell policyholders that 
they are on hand inspecting risks for insur- 
ance companies. In one city the chief of 
police has had his suspicions 2roused as to 
the authority of these inspectors, and has in- 
structed the patrolmen to keep their eyes on 
them. Owing to this mystery which en- 
shrouds various movements in underwriting 
the insurance companies stand in their own 
light. 

Right here is one of the grandest oppor- 
tunities for the successful work of the pub- 
licity bureau of the Union. Instead of hav- 
ing its inspectors work in the dark and at- 
tempting to keep their objects secret, the in- 
surance companies could score a great point 
by having the local newspapers state in full 
the purpose for which they are in the city. 

The curiosity of the papers and public is 
aroused by the presence of these men, and 
they are really seeking information as to the 
lines along which they are working and why 
they are in the city. If the publicity bureau 
would work through these men it would af- 
ford an opportunity to get insurance subjects 
before the people in a live manner at a time 
when the public would read. Naturally in 
towns like the seventy in which the Insur- 
ance Survey Bureau is now working in Ohio, 
when strangers enter their gates people 
invariably inquire as to the nature of their op- 
erations. 


from sections of 


Chicago have been working, 


In labor of this kind there is absolutely no 
excuse for secrecy and star-chamber move- 
ments. The inspectors should be delegated 
to explain in full to the papers the reason 
for their working, their objects and what they 
hope to accomplish. Interviews could be run 
almost every day that they are in the cities 
and semi-news articles could appear with reg- 
ularity, showing how the fire hazard could be 
decreased and getting before the public the 
right kind of information. 

Here would be seventy towns in one State 
where the largest values are centered, and in 
a State hostile to insurance interests, and the 
intelligence that could be communicated 
through the papers would create a new senti- 
ment. Instead of this method of reaching the 
citizens the bureau of publicity seems to think 
that readers will peruse popularly written 
papers on abstract subjects. 

The newspapers are after live news and 
when the curiosity of the public is aroused 
as to the why and wherefore of men in its 
midst, articles will be read with avidity. The 
tact that local agents are kept in the dark 
and are communicating with companies as to 
the reasons for the men of the Insurance 
Survey Bureau being in their city, together 
with the suspicions of the police being 
aroused, show that practical underwriters are 
needed who understand the secret of getting 
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| information in the papers that will be read. 





In some. towns inspectors have gone to 
local agents to seek information regarding 
certain risks. This avenue has been closed 
upon them because the local agents them- 
selves were not aware as to the object of their 
visit. 

As soon as these inspectors enter a town 
they should at once hail their purpose before 
the public so that property owners can be 
advised as to their object. It is just occasions 
of this kind that will offer the publicity bureau 
its real opportunity to accomplish great good, 
and if it lets it pass by, the practical results 
that can be obtained will be lost. There is not 
a vestige of an excuse for the work of the In- 
surance Survey Bureau being done clandes- 
tinely. 

While the Insurance Survey Bureau has no 
connection with the Union, yet the members of 
the Bureau are union companies, and this is 
one medium through which the publicity com- 
mittee could effectually work. 








THE FUTURE OF TERM LIFE BUSINESS. 


Life inurance men are speculating at present 
on the future of the term policy. There seems 
to be a general disposition on the part of the 
standard companies to frown down on term 
insurance. 

The Fidelity Mutual of Philadelphia, which 
has written a large amount of term business, 
in fact, the bulk of its insurance in force be- 
ing on that plan, is discouraging this class 
of business. The Provident Savings writes a 
large amount of term business but its rates 
are loaded very heavily. The American 
Union has the bulk of its business on a term 
plan and is anxious to write a different class 
of business. In some cases companies have 
written term business in order to avert the 
requirement of putting up a large reserve. 

In the case of the Provident Savings it has 
been evidently President Scott’s idea to de- 
velop the company and at the same time in- 
crease its surplus. With the rapid extension 
of its business this could hardly be done where 
a good part of the premium was held for 
reserve. 

While the old-timers believe that a man 
would drop his highest priced insurance, and 
therefore keep his term insurance, the opinion 
is proven not founded on good philosophy, 
for the average policyholder, after payment 
of premium for several years on a higher 
priced policy, usually feels that he should hold 
on to this insurance as tenaciously as possi- 
ble, because he has put more money into it, 
and will, therefore, drop his term insurance. 

Term insurance usually attracts men who 
really want a policy and go to the company 
for it. In these days of keen competition 
there are comparatively few men who seek 
an agent’s office for life insurance without be- 
ing solicited, and if such is the case, suspicion 
is always aroused unless the facts to explain 
it are known. Most of the frauds against in- 
surance companies are under term policies, 
for naturally a man who seeks insurance in 
order to defraud a company will get its low- 
est priced policy. 

It is a question whether the liability under 
which a company places itself in writing a 
term policy is not too great for the rate. It 
has gotten to be the case that when a man 
seeks temporary insurance as a matter of 
credit he will go to some of the stronger 
fraternals which, for temporary purposes, are 
good enough and the indemnity is not so 
expensive. It seems to be the policy of the 
more scientific companies to allow fraternals 
to write the temporary insurance. When an 
agent talks to a man about renewing a term 
policy the, one argument that he can bring 
up is, that he is liable to die and, therefore, 
needs this protection. 

As the period is a short one comparatively 
and, therefore, brings the question of death 
more closely to a man’s mind, it is not a 
particularly interesting one for him to con- 
template. Those who have given considera- 
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ble attention to the subject of term insurance 
think that if the applicant for a policy seeks 
insurance on the term plan, he has knowledge 
of certain physical conditions or family his- 
tory which the agent or medical examiner is 
not able to ascertain. There is a more physi 
cal hazard, therefore, as a general rule to this 
class of business. Most companies will only 
use a term policy in competition. 


POLITICS AND STATE SUPERVISION. 


Insurance interests have little to hope for 
from state supervision when politics are al- 
lowed to control insurance departments so 
absolutely as was-shown last week to be the 
case in Ohio in the decapitation of Superin- 
tendent Matthews by the controlling faction 
of the Republican party. 

Here was an office that had 
mirably filled as to attract the attention of 
the entire country, and whose incumbent had 
uniformly pleased both the insurance interests 
and the public by his fair, well-considered de 
cisions and broad-minded views. 

He seldom made mistakes and he threw him 
self into the work with such and took 
such an interest in it that it not long 
before he was fairly, even well, versed in the 


heen so ad 


vim 
was 


intricacies of insurance practice in all the 
branches 
\ll must concede that Mr. Matthews has 


been a model officer and that he is fitted to 
the position as are few men. Yet, notwith 
standing this, politics have so dominated the 
selection of officeholders that Governor Nash, 
while personally appreciating Mr. Matthews’ 
especial adaptability to the position and his 
good qualities, is compelled to give way to 
the rules and demands of the party. Mr. Mat 
thews was reappointed to the Ohio superin 
tendency last summer, subject to the approval 
of the Senate. 

He belonged to the Foraker faction of the 
Republican party, while Mr. Nash was sup 
ported by the Hanna element. Factional feel 
ing ran high and the Foraker men _ were 
charged with lukewarmness toward the Re 
publican candidates. This charge was prob 
ably well-founded. At any rate, after the elec 
tion the fiat went forth that the Foraker office 
holders were to be knifed, and, notwithstand 
ing that Mr. Matthews had already been re 
appointed, advantage was taken of the fact 
that he had not yet been confirmed by the 
Senate, and as Nash controlled the Senate 
Mr. Matthews was frozen out. 

The system of state supervision has many 
unpleasant features, but one of the worst is 
that it is dominated by the petty spirit of 
politics, by which vast interests are endan- 
gered in order to provide a place for a politi 
cal henchman, who usually is entirely unat- 
quainted with the insurance business. 

In the case of Mr. Matthews, the following 
letter, received by him from Governor Nash, 
shows that the reasons for removing him were 
entirely political ones: 

Dear Mr. Matthews:—I am in receipt of yorr 
favor of April 13, in which you tender your resig- 
nation as superintendent of insurance of the State 
of Ohio, to take effect om the 2d day of June, next. 
I thank you for your promptness in complying with 
my wishes. I assure you that the reorganization 
which I desire to have made is not on account of 
iny fault I have to find with the manner in which 
you have performed your official duties. You have 
made a splendid reputation in the office, and for 
this I most sincerely congratulate you. 

I trust that your future may be very successful, 
and that our personal friendly reiations may long 
continue. 


Changes in Wisconsin Field Club. 

George E. Haney, secfetary of the Wis- 
consin Field Club, who has made an enviable 
reputation in that position, has severed his 
with the club to become 


connection super 


intendent of the Milwaukee Board of Fir 
Underwriters, to succeed J. Mabbeit 
Brown, who resigned. Mr. Haney is st 


ceeded in his position with the field club by 
T. W. Briggs, who was formerly special agent 
in Wisconsin for the Liverpool & London & 
Globe, 
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MICHIGAN RATE CONDITIONS. 


MISLEADING INTERVIEWS PUBLISHED. 


Commissioner Stevens Defines His Attitude as 
to Local Agents Forming Clubs for 
Their Mutual Advancement. 

Insurance agents and companies in Michi- 
gan are gradually recovering from the scare 
experienced under the insurance superintend- 
entship of Milo D. Campbell. 

Mr. Campbell was the prime mover and 
cause of the general 10 per cent reduction 
in rates throughout Michigan last vear, rec- 
ognized generally as an injustice to insurance 
companies, and which did much toward caus- 
ing the general dissatisfaction among local 
agents prevalent throughout the State. 

It has been given out by the daily papers 
in purported interviews with Mr. Campbell 
wherein he points out to the people that last 
year the citizens of Michigan had the benefits 
of $50,000,000 of insurance more than in 1898, 
at a cost of $12,000 less. 

If the same papers would take up the ques- 
tion from the other side and show what money 
the companies made, the public would easily 
see that this state of affairs could not Jast long. 
On the millions of dollars invested in the busi- 
ness of insurance in Michigan, according to 
the report of the insurance commissioner, on 
the total amount of fire insurance written by 
stock companies, there was a profit of some 
$185,000, to be divided up as interest on this 
immense investment. In what other business 
would investors be satisfied with interest on 
actual money invested of about two-thirds of 
one per cent? 

Receive Only Legitimate Interest. 

Some will say that it is only evening up 
for previous years, when the companies did 
make money. A close study of the insurance 
reports issued by the insurance commissioner 
for the past will convince anyone that never 
did the companies make more than a legitimate 
interest rate, and for ’97 and ’98, nowhere 
near that. 

There is no denying that on certain prop- 
erty rates are too high, but, as is generally 
the case, the very next risk is as much too 
low. What the insurance fraternity in Michi- 
gan want to do is to bring about an equali- 
zation of rates, and they will never be safe 
from the attacks of state officials, who take 
this way of acquiring advertising and use the 
insurance business with a “lower rates,” 
“down with the trusts” cry as a political fire 
brand. 

Mr. Campbell's Incumbency. 


Mr. Campbell was appointed to the office 
of insurance commissioner for this term, to 
begin June 1, 1899, but immediately resigned 
in favor of H. H. Stevens. Mr. Campbell 
was to assume the duties of the office again 
on January I, 1900, but, owing to his becom- 
ing interested on the tax commission, Mr. 
Stevens will retain the office, and will prob- 
ably remain until the end of the term, two 
years. By his resignation Mr. Campbell, ac- 
cording to the form of office, forfeited six 
months of the term, which would then be up 
to January 1, 1901, but which at the same time 
makes the commissioner’s appointment sub- 
ject to confirmation by the Senate for another 
term. 

Commissioner Stevens’ Attitude. 

Insurance men easily recognize the efforts 
of Mr. Stevens to give both sides a chance 
and act for the best interests of all. The local 
organizations known as clubs are believed by 
Mr. Stevens to be for the betterment of the 
business, and he recognizes the fact that such 
organizations are necessary, under the im- 
mense proportions the insurance vocation as a 
business has assumed, for the upholding of 
business ethics and principles. Mr. Stevens 
1S not averse to agents combining to protect 
themselves, or, in fact, to anything in any 
way for the betterment of the busiress, and 





realizes that for the protection of the public, | 
insurance companies must receive enough for | 
insurance to enable them to pay their losses 
and legitimate expenses. 

Mr. Stevens is an uphclder of “business 
on business principles,” and can be depended 
upon to discharge the duties of his office con- 
scientiously and in justice to both sides. 





THE WEST VIRGINIA MEETING. 


There will be a general meeting of the West 
Virginia Fire Underwriters’ Association at 
Parkersburg on the 24th, at which the sub- 
ject of the rate-making machinery of the State 
under the new arrangement will be considered. 
It will probably be decided to either appoint 
a salaried secretary who will have charge of 
the work or the State will be added to the 
field of the Ohio Inspection Bureau of Co- 
lumbus, which now has charge of Ohio with 
the exception of Cincinnati and Toledo. 

The West Virginia interests generally are 
in favor of the Ohio bureau taking charge, 
but it is said this is opposed by some Ohio 
field men, who contend that Manager Coch- 
ran has his hands full in handling Ohio alone. 
Mr. Cochran, however, believes that his sys- 
tem could be extended to cover West Virginia 
with very little trouble and that it would be 
to the interests of the West Virginia field to 
have his service. It looks probable that Mr. 
Cochran will be given charge. 

Considerable interest attaches to the ex- 
piration of a part of the large line of the 
West Virginia Hospital for the Insane, at 
Weston, which will be due shortly. One-half 
of the line is written at 2 per cent for three 
years and the other at 2.40. The policies at 
2.40 are the ones expiring soon. All the stamp- 
ing secretaries in the State have been notified 
to watch for the renewals and see that they 
are not written at 2 per cent. 

This is the line which caused much 
trouble that the Western Union relinquished 
charge of West Virginia rather than attempt 
to bring the rate-cutting companies back into 
line. 


so 





A. C. Shaffer’s Change. 


A. C. Shaffer of Wheeling, who has for sev- 
eral years very acceptably filled the position 
of special agent of the St. Paul Fire and Ma- 
rine in the general agency of Benjamin Marot 
of Dayton, Ohio, has resigned to remove to 
Albany, N. Y., where he has accepted the 
special agency of the Pennsylvania, North 
America and Philadelphia Underwriters. 

Mr. Shaffer will have his headquarters with 
C. R. Knowles of Albany, general agent of 
the three companies for New York State. Mr. 
Shaffer has handled the field of West Vir- 
ginia, western New York and western Penn- 
sylvania, as well as a part of Ohio, with en- 
tire credit to himself and the St. Paul, and 
his old friends will regret to see him leave 
this field. 








German of Wheeling in Illinois. 


Secretary Riester and Special Agent S. W. | 
Rice of the German of Wheeling, W. Va., are | 
in Chicago to appoint a local agent. It will | 
write a conservative business along safe lines. | 

The German will plant agencies in some of | 
the best cities of Illinois in the near future. 

Considerable speculation is being made as 
to what agency will secure the company in 
Chicago. 

The German is a first-class company man- 
aged by good people. 





Several of the assessment life insurance com- 
panies which have reincorporated under the 
stipulated premium laws of their respective 
States are having trouble in complying with 
the laws of the States which have no stipulated 
premium law, for the reason that States 
which have only the assessment life law, re- 
quire that the liability of a member to pay 
shall not be limited, and the face amount of 
the policy to be paid in full regardless of the 
rates charged or the amount of assessments 
collected. 





NEW FEATURE. IN RATE SITUATION, 


Some Companies Note a Decrease in Receipts 
and Seem Willing to Recoup by Offer- 
ing to Write at Low Rates. 

Within the last week or so a new featu 
has arisen in the rate situation in some of th 
States. For the last four months there has 
been a general disposition on part of com 
panies to require higher rates or else decline 
to write the business. Local agents have no- 
ticed this firmness on part of the manage- 
ment of nearly all companies. 

This policy, however, has made an inroad 
in the receipts of several institutions, and at 
the close of the first three months of the year 
they find the aggregate is below that of the 
same period last year. This causes uneasiness 
in some quarters and is having a slight effect 
in rate conditions. That is, companies feel 
that it is necessary to increase their receipts, 
and hence are more willing than they were 
earlier in the year to write at lower rates 
The correspondence of companies shows that 
within the last week agents in the field are 
beginning to take up the rate question and 
request lower rates, because some of their 
companies have agreed to write it at the de- 
creased figure. 

It was hoped that the stiffening process no- 
ticed during January, February and March, 
and the last few weeks of 1899, would con 
tinue all through the present year. Evidently 
some of the companies have not had sufficient 
losses to teach them a lesson, and are still 
desirous of securing volume. 





Manager Dickson on Classification. 


In the April number of Insurance Econom- 
ics of Boston, Manager Robert Dickson of 
the Royal Exchange Assurance, discusses the 
question of “Combined Classification in Fire 
Insurance.” Mr. Dickson’s article is in part 
a reply to that of Manager E. G. Richards of 
the North British, published in the March 
number of that magazine. 

Mr. Dickson views the question of combined 
classification from the standpoint of the un- 
derwriter’s obligation to the insuring public. 
He states that anti-compact laws are the out- 
come of a belief, whether baseless or war- 
ranted, that the rate-making prerogative of 
the companies has been abused. He thinks 
that insurance rates may have been predicated 
too much upon what the “traffic will bear.” He 
believes that confidence between the compa- 
nies and the policyholders can only be re- 
stored by establishing more scientific meth- 
ods of rating which, in his estimation, can 
best be procured by combined classification. 
He contends that if it be true that combined 
classification affords no basis upon which rates 
may be made, there has been no progress in 
fire insurance, and the present generation of 
underwriters is no better fitted for the work 
than those who started in the business. 

He says: “Take away our experience tables 
and we have nothing, I know of, to guide us, 
as the claim that rates should alone be de- 
termined by judgment is but the expression 
of half a truth; for what is judgment but an 
intelligent weighing of facts, and where are 
the facts obtainable except by classified sta- 
tistics.” 

Mr. Dickson thinks that the highest and 
best policy for the underwriter to pursue is to 
anticipate public sentiment by establishing a 
combined classification, which will furnish full 
information regarding cost, and enable the 
companies to equalize rates and eliminate the 
preferred classes. 





The annual election of officers of the Galcs- 
burg, Ill., board was held on Wednesday and 
resulted in the re-election of the present off- 
cers, as follows: President, Luke W. San- 


born; vice-president, T. B. Martin; secretary 
and treasurer, H. A. Smith; rating committee, 
L. W. Sanborn, H. F. Arnold, T. B. Martin, 
F. H. Holmes, H. A. Smith and W. H. Cal- 
lender. 
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OCCUPIES ITS NEW. QUARTERS | 


PHCENIX’S WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 








Historical Insurance Landmark — Interesting 
Side-Lights on the Building Up ofa 
Great Insurance Business. 


Last week the western and southern de- 
partment of the Phoenix Insurance Company 
of Hartford, which has been located in Cin- 
cinnati nearly since the organization of the 
company itself, having been established forty- 
three years, moved its office from the Phoenix 
building, on Race and George streets, to the 
three top floors of the modern Rawson build- 
ing, on the northeast corner of Fourth and 
Elm streets. 

General Agent Magill has a drawing in his 
office showing the plan of a building which 
the Phoenix contemplated erecting some years 
ago in Cincinnati, as a home for its western 
and southern department, which is almost 
identical with the plans on which the Raw- 
son building has been put up. The Phoenix 
is, therefore, moving into practically the same 
offices it would have occupied had it erected 
its own structure, as was once contemplated. 

Its new offices are, of course, arranged in 
accordance with the instructions of the occu- 
pants. The first floor will be taken up by 
the general offices and the private offices 
of General Agent Magill and Assistant Gen- 
eral Agents Lovejoy and Spear. On the sec- 
ond floor will be the bookkeeping department 
and many of the clerks, and on the third or 
top fioor of the building will be located the 
supply department, printing office, etc. The 
larger part of the furniture in these offices is 
new, and throughout they present a modern 
and most pleasing appearance. 

The rumor some time ago that the Phoenix 
might move its department to Chicago, was, 
of course, unfounded, and any lingering 
doubts on this point will be set entirely at rest 
by the establishment of this new office, which 
has been leased for a considerable time. The 
rumor received considerable of its strength 
by reason of the fact that the company’s lease 
on its old building was known to expire April 
1st. As is well known, this building was 
erected by the Emery estate for the Phoenix, 
under Mr. Magill’s supervision, and a lease 
taken on April 1, 1880, for a period of twenty 
years. 

At this time something 1egarding the his- 
tory of this great general agency, which has 
probably more of historical interest attaching 
to it, excepting the general agency in Cin- 
cinnati of J. B. Bennett, than any other in 
the West, may be of interest. 


ITS EARLIER BIOGRAPHY. 

The department was established March 1, 
1857, three years after the organization of the 
Pheenix, and Matthew Magill, father of the 
present general agent, or the “elder” Magill, 
as he was called, was the first general agent. 
Previous to the establishment of the depart- 
ment Matthew Magill had been bookkeeper 
of J. B. Bennett’s general agency of the Aztna, 
which was established in 1853, his two sons, 
Robert H. and Henry M., having been spe- 
cial agents for the A®tna at the same time. 

At this time F. C. Bennett, who succeeded 
his brother, and W. H. Wyman, now general 
agent of the Aitna at Omaha, were also spe- 
cial agents of the A&tna, they having started 
in for the company in 1854, on the day of the 
failure of the old Protection Fire, with which 
they had been connected. 

In 1854 the capital of the Phoenix was in- 
creased from $100,000 to $200,000, and shortly 
thereafter it began to branch out extensively, 
in 1859 its capital being increased to $400,000. 
The business the first few years was quite 
small, and until R. H. and H. M. Magill be- 
came general agents on the resignation in 
their favor of their father, it did not begin 
to assume the importance which it afterward 
developed. Matthew Magill resigned to go 
into the Episcopal ministry at Peru, IIl. 
He died about 1880. 

The first office of the general agency of 
Matthew Magill was located at about what 
is now 115 East Third street, and remained 
there for comparatively a short time, when 
it was removed to old number 24 West Fourth 
street, occupying the second and third floors, 
over the old Cincinnati Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

It was June 1, 1860, when Matthew Magill 
resigned in favor of his two sons. and not 





eel after Robert H. I. Magill resigned in favor 
of his brother and went to San Francisco 
as general agent of the Phcenix, leaving 
Henry M. Magill, the present incumbent, as 
sole general agent. Captain A. E. Magill, 
another brother, and formerly an officer in 
the regular army, afterward succeeded R. H. 
Magill as general agent on the Pacific coast. 


GROUND WORK OF A GREAT PLANT. 

It was in the office on Fourth street that 
the methods and policy which made the Phe- 
nix a great factor in the early days of the 
West shaped themselves under the intelligent, 
astute guardianship of the present general 
agent. This was a magnificent office for those 
days, and Mr. Magill was justly proud of it. 
In it was used the first typewriter ever 
brought to Cincinnati, and in other ways the 
oftice was well up with and ahead of the 
times. 

In those days the Cincinnati department was 
pretty nearly the “whole thing” with the 
Phcenix, and in no other field was it so promi- 
nent or had it so large a business in propor- 
tion to the importance of the territory cov- 
ered. 

THE OLD RACE STREET OFFICE. 

It was in the height of the department's 
rapid growth and prosperity that it moved to 
the corner of Race and George streets, and 
occupied the entire building, which had been 
especially built and planned for it. This re- 
moval took place April 1, 1880, or twenty 
years ago. It was considered that there was 
nothing west of New York in the way of 
general agency or company offices which ex- 
celled these quarters in refined beauty and 
ready convenience. At that time black wal- 
nut was the fashionable style for office fur- 
niture, and Mr. Magill fitted the building with 
it throughout. 

Some of these old walnut pieces are now 
well-nigh unpurchasable, and in tearing down 
the old fixtures many a piece has been taken 
possession of by the old employes, and even 
by Mr. Magill, to be tenderly guarded and 
preserved as mementoes of “the old days.” 
One old piece, of a rare wood, which has 
served as a counterboard for twenty-five 
years, thereby becoming seasoned into a per- 
fect condition, Mr. Magill says cannot be 
bought for love or money. This was un- 
doubtedly, for some years at least, the most 
completely fitted general agency office in the 
West, and this did not stop at merely office 
fittings, but extended to office systems of all 
kinds and the most approved methods for 
handling the large business. The old build- 
ing will not be torn down, but has already 
been partly rerented, and the large generai 
office in which most of the clerks were lo- 
cated, and which has resounded daily for 
many years to the busy hum of typewriters, 
dictation, the pattering feet of call-boys and 
the general resonance that arise from a great 
office in full swing, will probably be given 
up to a meeting-hall of a woman’s club. The 
old walls and ceiling, therefore, will prob- 
ably not feel exactly lonesome. 

Of the many good insurance men who 
started in the insurance business with the 
Phcenix there are a few still with the com- 
pany who have been with it during nearly 
the whole life of the department. There is 
Theo F. Spear, assistant general agent, who 
has been with the Phoenix over thirty years; 
Harvey T. Thomas, “actuary,” or daily report 
examiner, who has served equally as long; 
George L. Mason, daily report examiner; 
George M. Winwood, Ohio state agent, and 
H. H. Heaford, general adjuster at Chicago. 
The three last-named have been with the 
department twenty-five years or more. 

PERSONALITY OF MR. MAGILL. 

Of the personality of the man who planned 
and created this great business, a few 
words may not be amiss in connection with 
a biography of the department. Had he or 
any of the Phoenix people been consulted 
with regard to this article, it may have been 
possible to present his portrait, though his 
antipathy to having his picture published is 
well known. He is, however, a connoisseur 
and enthusiastic collector of pictures of other 
people, and he had a small “curio room” in 
the old building filled principally with photo- 
graphs and portraits of various kinds. 

Mr. Magill, or “General” Magill, “Gen- 
eral” being a title accorded him partly be- 
cause of his title of general agent and largely 
because it fits him exactly, will, when you 
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ask him his age, say, “A man is as young as 
he feels,” and that he feels like a young man. 
While General Magill must be well along in 
the sixties, there are many men of fifty who 
look and feel older than he does. 

It is hard to describe the magnetic some- 
thing that pervades every work that General 
Magill puts his hand to and affects the 
very atmosphere in which he moves. An 
office boy in the Phcenix can almost scent 
Mr. Magill when he is on the same floor with 
him. He is not a large man; in fact, some 
what under medium size, but never lacking 
in dignity, and a martinet in every sense of 
the werd. His nature is as autocratic as that 
of an Alexander or a Cesar, he is quick and 
active as a cat, and a man with what is called 
the “quivering eye.” You can feel when his 
eye is upon you without looking at him. 
There are many other leaders of men or heads 
of large enterprises, by the way, who are 
credited with having this “quivering eye, 
and a man who possesses it is said to be 
usually successful in life. 

erhaps, after all, it is only the concen- 
trated fires of energy, ambition and deter- 
mination to succeed that shine through their 
only outlet, the eye, “the direct mouthpiece 
of the brain,” and thus any eye could prob- 
ably become a “quivering eye.” General Ma- 
gill has the faculty, peculiar usually to news- 
paper men alone, of taking an article or a 
letter and instantly grasping its contents with- 
out reading. 


THE NEWSPAPER SENSE. 


A newspaper man gets this faculty from 
long training and instructive knowledge of 
the formation of articles, but General Magill 
seems to have the natural sense. He is a man 
of strong likes and dislikes, of snap judg- 
ment, in which he is invariably correct, and 
of unerring memory. He is a great master 
of the intricacies of the business, a man who 
could fill any position in the office himself, 
and a man of great general knowledge, due to 
his ceaseless and untiring energy. 

His methods have not been always upheld; 
in fact, he has probably been criticised as 
much as any other manager in the West. 
He is the finest and smoothest of correspond- 
ents and his policy has been to assiduously 
cultivate the local agent. Hundreds of agents 
swear by him, and many an agent has a letter 
of delicate compliment or warm commenda- 
tion from “the General” framed and hung 
upon his office wall. His special agents sel- 
dom had absolute authority, and frequently 
he did not hesitate to overrule a special agent 
in order to please his agent. An agent 
who called at the office would go away 
forever preaching his virtues. Mr. Magill has 
been original in his methods of adapting his 
own ideas and those of others which he might 
approve in the enlargement of his own system 
and in building up on them. 

Some other man’s ideas, usless to him, 
in the hands of the shrewd Phoenix man- 
ager would prove rich in results. In this 
he differs from J. B. Bennett, who was, first 
and last, an origitiator. General Magill has 
been and is a great admirer of J. B. Bennett, 
and he undoubtedly adapted some of Ben- 
nett’s ideas to his own business. During his 
long career General Magill has helped a great 
many men to positions or given them places 
himself. He has had many pupils who owe 
their success to him. He has been ever 
ready to recognize and reward merit, but, ow- 
ing perhaps to his own absolute supremacy 
in his office, not so many men have had the 
opportunity to cultivate their latent executive 
ability as they might have had in offices 
where the authority was not so concentrated. 
Mr. Magill framed the constitution and by- 
laws of the old National Board, and has been 
president of the Western Union. He is a 
thirty-second degree Mason. 





Pushing for Tornado Insurance. 


At this season of the year companies writing 
tornado insurance business make extra efforts 
to have their agents solicit tornado policies. 
It will be noticed that most of the companies 
are now circularizing their agents, urging 
them to put on extra steam to work up a 
tornado business. During April and May 
and the early part of June there have been 
several windstorms in the past and the tor- 
nado business usually revives during these 
months. In other seasons the tornado busi- 
ness amounts to but very little, unless there 
are heavy storms which call attention of prop- 
erty owners to the need of tornado insurance. 





SEEN FROM CHICAGO. — 


ACTIVITY IN SEPARATION MOVEMENT. 
Since the union meeting there has been de 
cided activity noticeable in the graded com- 


mission movement Several large agencies 
have cleared in Grand Rapids and at other 
points there is a shake-up in overpowering 
union agencies to get on a graded commission 
Union special agents appear to be tak- 
ing more interest in trying to enforce separa- 
tion and are bringing all sorts of arguments 
to bear to get agents to take immediate action. 
In some cases it is successful and in some the 
plan totally fails. In Ottawa IIL, a few days 
ago, the specials of nine union companies in 
the agency of Warner & Hess undertook to 
enforce separation, but came out of the litile 
end of the horn. Half of the union companies 
forced from the office and those thar 
will in the future be satisfied with 
much less business. This was one of the first 
real tests of the non-union organization known 
as the Illinois Field Club. It showed its hand 
there in the interests of its members and suc- 
the plan of the union 


basis. 


were 
remained 


ceeded in balking 
specials. 

Some claim that the union companies are 
making a sad mistake in permitting their rep- 
resentatives to try and coerce agents in throw- 
ing out their non-union companies. They con- 
tend they have a good enough thing in the 
graded commission rule in itself and any 
movement that has force back of it will not 
succeed as surely or as successfully—if the 
construction may be allowed—as the pure and 
simple election by the agent himself, who 
after studying the question from all stand- 
points makes his decision either for or against. 

One of the hottest shots against the Union 
comes from Ohio, where the legislature has 
enacted a law preventing companies from co:mn- 
bining for the regulation of commissions to 
agents. The law is the direct outgrowth of 
the graded commission rule and was forced to 
an issue largely by the mutual companies oi 
that State, instigated, it is said, by the Con- 
tinental. Non-union men point out the fact 
that Ohio is the first legislature to meet since 
the the graded commission rule, 
and the overpowering vote with which the law 
passed there is taken as an indication of the 
wide-spread possibilities when the legislatures 
of other western States meet. The Ohio law 
the and Nebraska 


passage of 


is a iac-similie of Iowa 


measures 


++ +r 
BUILDING CONDITIONS IN CHICAGO. 

Cook County special agents complain bit 
terly of the labor disturbances and the effect 
they are having on building operations in the 
suburbs of Chicago. Several choice lines are 
being held up because the contractors cannot 
complete their work, owing to the differences 
between the Building Trades Council and the 
contractors. There are quite a number of new 
apartment buildings going up in the outside 
districts as well as residences and mercantile 
buildings that are held up in the process of 
construction. There are others that were 
ready building, but are afraid to 
account of the labor flurry. 
Naturally, when any new lines offer them- 
selves there is a scramble among the Class 3 
igents in the suburbs to secure them. About 
ali a company expecis to do in the outside 
districts of Chicago is to hold its renewals, 
and if it succeeds in accomplishing this it feels 


to .begin 


conmimence on 


pretty well satisfied. 
++ +e 
HOME'S POLICIES ARE CANCELLED 
The Home of New York has cancelled the 


Duluth policies and satisfied the judgment vf 
the grievance committee of the Union in full. 
The was arranged he- 
tween Vice-President Washburn, of the Home 
of New York, and President Cram of the 
Union, a few hours prior to the meeting in 
Philadelphia. Until then it was believed that 


agreement to caricel 


| 
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the Home was preparing to allow itself to be 
expelled from the Union, as under the rules 
this should have been done. President Cram 
did not desire to take the responsibility for 
such a drastic move, however, and decided to 
allow the subject to remain in statu quo until 
the March meeting at the Hotel Walton. The 
wisdom of his decision is apparent in the satis- 
factory adjustment of the question, finally con- 
cluded in the cancellation of the policies. The 
policies were written in 1899 and dated from 
July to October. Mr. Washburn was quoted 
as saying that he would rather be forced out 
of the Union than cancel. 
++ ++ 
INSURANCE SURVEY BUREAU'S PLANS. 

The Insurance Survey Bureau of Chicago 
considered plans for increasing its membez- 
ship at the meeting in Chicago recently, at 
which A. F. Dean, of the Springfield, presided, 
and Jolin P. Hubble of the Greenwich was sec- 
retary. As preliminary to this step a change 
was made in the method of assessments for ex- 
penses to a more popular and equitable plan 
of basis, the pro rata call upon the premiums 
reported by the members in the territory in- 
spected by the bureau. The following co:n- 
pose the membership of the bureau: 
American Central, Orient, 


Vire Association, Phenix, Conn., 
Greenwich, St. Paul, 
Merchants, N. J. Westchester, 
North British ‘onnecticut, 
Phenix, Brooklyn, German-American, 
Royal North America, 


Exchange, 
Traders, Ill. 
Caledonian, 
Fireman’s Fund, 
Hanover, 
National, Conn., 


Niagara, 
Pennsylvania, 
Providence, 
Springfield. 


Wash., 


+ aa 
GRANT LONG TIME PREMIUM PAYMENTS. 

Several of the smaller agencies in Chicago 
find that their facilities for handling business 
are curtailed because the larger agencies have 
One of the 
main features is that the large offices have 
plenty of money back of them and can afford 
to grant time to their customers in the pay- 
ment of premiums. Often they will give a 
year’s time to a good customer when they 
feel sure of getting their money. The small 
office is unable to do this, and hence the 
larger one captures the business. The latter 
can settle with the companies and satisfy all 
demands from that score and yet have enough 
working capital to carry along its credit busi- 
ness, which eventually will pay them. 

++ ++ 
MANHATTAN AND THE UNION. 

Reports have been freely circulated indi- 

cating that the Manhattan 


sO many superior advantages. 


Fire Insurance 
Company of New York was about to make ap- 
plication for membership in the Union. 


eral 


Gen- 
authority for the 
statement that ‘this is incorrect, and the oper- 
ations of the company in planting itself on a 
non-union basis bears out the statement. Mr. 
Squire, accompanied by President Myers and 
Treasurer Miles, were in Chicago recently ar- 
ranging for a marine branch, which after care- 
ful investigation was placed in the office of 
C. W. Elphicke & Co. Only a few companies 
have been successful in making money in lake 
marine work, but the Manhattan has some 
strong connections and by getting a large and 
carefully selected business may be enabled to 
put through with an annual profit. Reports 
come from Cleveland are that the big line of 
Rockefeller boats will be placed with the Man- 
hattan. Heretofore they have been uninsure1. 
The Rockefeller interests hold 
Manhattan stock. 


Manager Squire -is 


considera)yle 





L. B. Holt, connected with the Insurance 
Survey Bureau of Chicago, tendered his resig- 
nation a few days ago to accept a more lucra- 
tive situation on the engineer corps of the 
Rock Island Railroad. Mr. Holt was one of 
the ten men in Ohio who have been making 
reports on manufacturing and mercantile risks 
for companies subscribing to the bureau. 





Atwill & Jacoby of Toledo is the name of 
the insurance firm formerly Atwill & Cavan- 
augh, 
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THE ROYAL CHANGES. 

The changes announced last week from 
New York, by which E. F. Beddall, manage: 
of the Royal, practically retires from th« 
prominent position which he has for yea 
occupied in the insurance world, are of w 
usual interest. While Mr. Beddall becomes 
president of the Queen, succeeding J. A. Ma 
donald, the active management of the under- 
writing department of the Queen will co 
tinue in the hands of George W. Burchell, 
who moves up from the secretaryship to th 
vice-presidency. 

Mr. Macdonald has not taken an active part 
in the management of the Queen for som 
years. He has large outside interests and is 
one of the wealthiest men engaged in the in 
surance business. He now retires from any 
official connection with insurance. Mr. Bed 
dall as president of the Queen will act largely 
in an advisory capacity, and will also retire 
from active service on the many important 
committees and associations with which he 
is identified. 

The appointment of C. F. Shallcross, lately) 
pro-manager of the Royal, to the manage: 
ship succeeding Mr. Beddall, is in line with 
the policy of many English companies to 
keep in close touch with their American busi- 
ness by appointing a manager from the home 
office staff. With some foreign companies it 
is frequently the case that as soon as the man- 
ager becomes thoroughly Americanized he is 
supplanted by a fresh man. This cannot be 
said, however, to be the policy of the Royal, 
although it is noticeable that most foreign 
companies are watching their American busi- 
ness, owing to its unprofitable character in 
recent years, very closely indeed. Mr. Shall- 
cross was sent over from England a few 
months ago, it was said, to relieve Mr. Bed- 
dall of a part of his work, but it was a sur- 
prise to most that the change in the manage- 
ment came as soon as it did. There is not 
even a hint that Mr. Beddall was dissatisfied 
or was asked to step out, and his doing so, 
although not yet officially explained, was 
doubtless due entirely to his desire to be rid 
of the arduous duties entailed by the position 
Mr. Beddall, himself, was originally from the 
other side, and Mr. Shallcross has held some 
of the most responsible positions with the 
head office. 

Among other foreign companies that have 
sent home office men to take charge in the 
United States are the Lancashire, which ap- 
pointed E. Litchfield to succeed Manager 
Robertson; the London & Lancashire, which 
replaced James Yearance with Jeffrey Beavan; 
and very recently the Imperial, which, on the 
resignation of J. J. Courtney, now president 
of the Fidelity Fire, appointed T. D. Belfield 

++ ++ 

Mr. Beddall was for a long time one of the 
five or six most prominent underwriters of 
America, if not the most prominent of them 
all. There is a little group of five or six men 
who are - pre-eminent as managing under 
writers, not so much on account of their very 
prominent positions, as for their ability and 
strong personality. Among these men un- 
deubtedly rank Mr. Beddall, Mr. Eaton of th 
Liverpool & London & Globe. Mr. Moore of 
the Continental, Mr. Irvin of the Fire Asso 
ciation, and Mr. Washburn of the Home of 
New York. Mr. Beddall, while having direct 
charge of the State of New York only, and 
for a long time of the city of New York alone, 
has been the recognized general representative 
of the home office in the United States. He 
is a man of wonderfully sound judgment, of 
great force of character and strong and 
rugged personality. It has been said that the 


only man who is his equal in debate among 
insurance men is the polished Mr. Moore of 
the Continental. 

Mr. Beddall’s decision to give up active par- 
ticipation in the routine of insurance work 
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will be generally regretted. The Queen, how- 
ever, will be very strongly equipped indeed. 

Vice-president Burchell is recognized as 
one of the very strongest men in the official 
ranks, and with the added advantage of Mr. 
Beddall’s sage advice, the Queen is to be 
envied for the solidity and brilliancy of its 
executive staff. 

+ + 
WHICH IS THE LION? 

A recent agency deal at Knoxville, Tenn., 
is engaging the attention of the field gossips. 
It is nothing less than a combination “against 
the field” by the Royal and the Continental, 
that have started an agency there together 
and threaten to do great things. Such an 
unheard of thing as co-operation between 
these directly opposing forces leads to specu- 
Jation in diplomatic circles of a change in 
the international situation or a conclusion of 
the British-South African war by the release 
and restoration of General Cronje Evans at 
the hands of Lord Roberts Castleman. Agent 
McMillan of Knoxville recently took in the 
Western of Toronto and resigned the Royal. 
As General Castleman of the Royal had ap- 
pointed Mr. McMillan personally some years 
ago, he got on the train and went.to Knox- 
ville to investigate for himself the causes which 
led to an agent giving up the Royal volun- 
tarily. Shortly after the new agency of Mc- 
Ciung & McPherson was started, with the 
Royal and the Continental as the companies, 
the Continental having withdrawn from the 
E. P. King agency, where it was supposed to 
have about $7,000 in premiums to start an 
agency with the Royal. As Tennessee is 
union territory, the Royal can pay but 15 per 
cent commission, as the Contiaental’s repre- 
sentation makes McClung & McPherson’s a 
mixed agency. 

~ 
VALUED POLICY LAW LEGISLATION. 

The Nebraska supreme court has rendered 
a decision on the valued policy law, which is 
deemed of great importance to fire insurance 
companies. The case was known as Lanca- 
shire vs. Bush. The court held that in cases 
of partial loss the actual damage should be 
the measure of recovery. If the property in- 
sured, the court rules, is totally destroyed as 
the result of two or more fires, the measure of 
recovery for the final loss in the amount writ- 
ten in the contract, less the amounts paid in 
previous losses. By this decision there ap- 
pears to be no escape in Nebraska at least 
from the operation of the incendiary feature of 
the valued policy law. If the assured does not 
succeed in totally destroying the property in 
the first fire, he can proceed to have another 
loss and if total destruction then ensues, he 
gets exactly the amount he would have re- 
ceived had it been destroyed in the first in- 
stance. That is “insurance” per se, and not 
indemnity as originally intended under the 
contract. 
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Hicks.—But few insurance men realize 


that the renowned weather prognosticator, 
Dr. Ira Hicks, bears an intimate relationship 
to underwriting. Dr. Hicks’ almanac and his 
meteorological discussions and forecasts have 
long been recognized, but how his auspices 
came under the jurisdiction of the insurance 
departments it took a special agent to fathom. 
This field man is sending Dr. Hicks’ almanac 
to the company’s agents, and calls attention to 
his portents as to windstorms, the same hav- 
ing been reached by mathematical calculations 
of planetary and lunar positions which create 
atmospheric disturbances. Dr. Hicks also 
sips absinthe with Boreas, and hence learns 
when the weather-vane will whirl distractedly 
and the elements become unruly. The field 
man tells his locals to keep their weather-eye 
on the predictions, and before the bellows 
begin to work from the cave of Eolus, to 
solicit tornado policies. This, therefore, is a 
logical deduction on part- of the field man. 
He should enter the realm of prophecy as well 
as that of mental philosophy. 


io 
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THE OHIO & W. VA. FIELD. 


FIRE MARSHAL BILL IS PASSED. 


In Its Revised Form the Companies Are Taxed 
to Defray the Expenses of Operating 
the Office--T- xt of the Bill. 

The Ohio Legislature has passed the fire 
marshal bill, which has been causing so much 
speculation all over the Middle West for the 
past few months. It went through in its re- 
vised form, and the companies will be com- 
pelled to provide for the expenses of carrying 
the law into operation by a special tax on the 
premium income. 

As originally drafted, the bill provided that 
this should be paid from the general revenue, 
as the companies are now paying into the 
treasury enough money to support two or 
three of the state departments. The friends 
of the measure found that the bill could not 
be gotten through in that form, however, and 
an amendment was tacked on to put the ex- 
pense upon the companies. The bill, it 
now stands, is as follows: 

Section 1. That the Governor is hereby author- 
ized and empowered to appoint within sixty days 
after this act shall take vifect, and every two (2) 
years thereafter, between the 15th day of Janu- 
ary and the first day of February, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, and also 
within thirty days after the occurrence of any va- 
cancy in the office, a suitable person who shall be 
a citizen of this State, as state fire marshal, who 
shall hold the office until his successor is ap- 
pointed and qualified, the title of which office 
shall be state fire marshal. Such officer shall 
keep his office at the Capitol, in the city of Co- 
lumbus, and may be removed for cause .at any 
time by the governor. The state fire marshal is 
hereby empowered and required to appoint two 
deputy fire marshals, to be designated as first and 
second deputies. The duties of said deputies shall 
be to assist the state fire marshal, and such depu- 
ties may be removed for cause by the said fire 
marshal. In the event of a vacancy in the office 
of marshal, or during 1he absence or disability of 
that officer, the first deputy marshal shall perform 
the duties of the office. 

Sec. 2. The state fire marshal and the chief of 
the fire department of every city or village in 
which a fire department is established, and the 
mayor of every incorporated village or town in 
which no fire department exists, and the town- 
ship clerk of every organized township within the 
limits of any organized village or city, shall in- 
vestigate the cause, origin atid circumstance of 
every fire occurring in such city, village, town or 
township by which property bas been destroyed 
or damaged, and shal! especially make investiga- 
tion as to whetker such fire was the result of 
earelessness or design. Snch investigation shall 
be begun within two days, not including the Lord's 
Day, of the occurrence of such fire, and the fire 
marshal shall have the right to supervise and 
direct such investigation whenever he deems it 
expedient or necessary. The officer making such 
investigation of fires occurring in cities, villages, 
towns or townships shall forthwith notify said 
fire marshal, and shall within one week of the 
occurrence of the fire, furnish to the said fire 
marshal a written statement of all the facts 
relating to the cause and origin of the fire, and 
such other information as may be called for by 
the blanks provided by the said fire marshal. The 
state fire marshal shall keep in his office a record 
of all fires occurring in the State, together with 
all facts, statistics and circumstances, including 
the origin of the fires, which may be determined 
by the investigations provided in this act; such 
record shall at all times be open to the public 
inspection, and such portions of it as the in- 
surance commissioner may deem necessary shall 
be transcribed and forwarded to him within fifteen 
days from the first day of January. 

Sec. 3. The said state fire marshal shall, when in 
his opinion further investigation is necessary, take 
or cause to be taken the testimony on oath of 
all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts 
or to have means of knowledge in relation to 
the matter as to which an examination is herein 
required to be made, and shall cause the same to 
be reduced to writing; and if he shall be of the 
opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge 
any person with the crime of arson, he shall cause 
such person to be arrested and charged with such 
offense, and shall furnish to the proper presecuting 
attorney all such evidence, together with the 
names of witnesses and all the information ob- 
tained by him, including a copy of all pertinent 


as 


and material testimony taken in the case; and 
shall report to the insurance commissioner, as 
often as such commissioner shall reguire, his 


proceedings and the progress made in all prose- 
eutions for arson, and the results of all cases 
which are finally disposed of. 

Sec. 4. The state fire marshal and deputy fire 
marshals shall each have the power of a trial 
justice for the purpose of summening and com- 
pelling the attendance of witnesses before them 
or either of them, to testify in relation to any 
matter which is by the provision of this act a 
subject of inquiry and investigation. Said state 
fire marshal and deputy fire marshals may also 
administer oaths and affirmations to any persons 
appearing as witnesses before them; and false 
swearing in any matter or proceeding aforesaid 
shall be deemed perjury and shall be punished 
as such, Said state fire marshal and his subor- 
dinates shall have avthority at all times of day 
and night, in the performance of the duties im- 
posed by the provisions of this act, to enter upon 
and examine any building or premises where any 
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fire has occurred, and other buildings and premises 
adjoining or near the same. All investigations held 
by or under the direction of the state fire marshal 
may in his discretion be private, and persons 
other than those required to be present by the 
provisions of this act may be excluded from the 
place where such investigatien is held, and wit- 
nesses may be kept separate and apart from each 
other and not allowed to communicate with each 
other until they have been examined. 

Sec. 5. The state fire marshal, the chief of 
fire department of all villeges and cities where a 
fire department is established, and the mayor of 
cities or villages where no fire department exists, 
and the clerks of each township in the territory 
without the limits of an organized city or village, 
upon complaint of any person having an interest 
in any building or property adjacent, and with- 
out any complaint, shall have the right at all 
reasonable hours, for the purpose of examination, 
to enter into and upon all buildings and premises 
within their jurisdiction. Whenever any of said 
officers shall find in any building or upon any 
premises combustible material or inflammable 
conditions dangerous to the safety of said build 
ing or premises, they shall order the same to be 
removed or remedied, and such order shall be 
forthwith complied with by the owner or occupant 
xf said building or premises; provided, however, 
that if the said occupant or owner shal] deem 
himself aggrieved by such order he may within 
twenty-four hours appeal to the state fire marshal, 
and the cause of the complaint shall be at once 
investigated by the direction of the latter, and 
unless by his authority the order is revoked, such 
order shall remain in force and be forthwith 
complied with by said owner or occupant. Any 
owner or occupant of building or premises falling 
to comply with the orders of the authoriiies above 
specified, shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than ten dollars nor more than fifty dollars for 
each day's neglect. ‘ 

Sec. 6. Any officer referred to in Section 2 who 
neglects to comply with any of the réquirements 
of this act shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than twenty-five dollars nor more than two 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 7. The state fire marshal shall receive an 
annual salary of $3.000, and the first deputy fire 
marshal $1,800, and the second deputy fire marshal 
$1,500. Said fire marshal shall employ clerks and 
assistants and incur such other expense as may be 
necessary in the performance of the duties of his 
office, not to exceed, including salaries, such sum 
as may be paid into the state treasury in the 
manner hereinafter provided. . 

For the purpose of maintaining the department 
of fire marshal, and paying the expenses incident 
thereto, every fire insurance company doing busi- 
ness in the state of Ohio, shall pay to the super- 
intendent of insurance in the month of December, 
annually, in addition to the taxes now required by 
law to be paid by such companies, one-half of one 
per cent on the gross premium receipts of such 
companies on all business done in Ohio the year 
next preceding, as shown by their annual siate- 
ments, under oath, to the insurance department. 

The superintendent of insurance shall cover the 
money so received into the State treasury as a 
special fund for the maintenance of said office of 
fire marshal, and the expenses incident thereto. 
The state fire marshal shall keep on file in his 
office an itemized statement of all expenses in- 
curred by his department and shall approve al! 
vouchers issued therefor before the same are sub- 
mitted to the auditor of state for payment, which 
said youchers shall be allowed and paid in the 
same manner as other claims against the State. 

Sec. 8. The state fire marshal shall not engage 
in any other business, and he or one of his depu- 
ties shall at all times be in the office of the fire 


marshal ready for such duties as are required 
by this act. 
Sec. 9. The fire marshal shall submit annually 


as early as consistent with full and accurate pfep- 
aration, and not later than the fifteenth day of 
Janvary, a detailed report of his official action 
to the insurance commissioner, who shall embody 
the material portion thereof in his annual repo?t 
to the governor. 

Sec. 10. This act shall take 


effect and in 
force from and after its passage. 


be 





THE PAINTER ANTI-COMPACT BILL. 

The Painter bill, amending Section 3659 of 
the Revised Statutes of Ohio, has passed the 
Senate in that State and has become a law. It 
is of the nature of an anti-compact law, but 
the insurance men generally in that State think 
that it will be as inoperative as to the section 
which it was meant to amend. Ostensibly the 
bill was intended to protect Ohio companies, 
but in reality, it was framed by the friends of 
the non-union companies to prevent, if pos- 
sible, the consummation of the separation plan 
by the union companies. The Painter bill 
passed both houses without a dissenting vote. 
The bill, as it stands now, is as follows: 


If any company, association or pasta? doing 
business within this State makes application for 
change of venue, or to remove any suit or action 
wherein such company has been sued by a citizen 
of this State, now pending or hereafter com- 
menced in any court of this State, to the United 
States District or Circuit court, or to any Federal 
Court, or shall enter into any combination or com- 
pact with other insurance companies, or shall re- 
quire their agents to enter into any combination or 
compact with other insurance agents or com- 
panies, for the purpose of governing or controlling 
rates charged for fire insurance on any property 


- within this State, or for the purpose of governing 


or controlling the rates per centum or amount of 
commission or compensation to be allowed agents 
for procuring contracts for fire Insurance on any 
property within this State (provided that nothing 
herein shall prohibit one or more companies 
from employing a common agent or agents to su- 
pervise and adyise of defective structures, sug- 
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gest improvements to lessen the fire hazard, and 
to advise ‘as io relative value of risks), the super- 
intendent of insurance shall forthwith revoke and 
recall the license or authority to it to do or trans- 
act business within this State, and no renewal of 
authority shall be granted to it for three years 
after such revocation; and it shall thereafter be 
prohibited from transacting any business in this 
State until again duly licensed and authorized. 


It is understood that Col. T. R. Fletcher, of 
the Squire, Hahn & App Company, at Cleve- 
land, was the open backer of the bill. Harry 
M. Daugherty, the well-known politician, was 
employed to further the measure. A few 
prominent non-union specials were effective 
lobbyists. 

++ 
REINSURANCE BILL IS PASSED. 

The Middleton Senate bill regulating rein- 
surance passed the Ohio House of Repre- 
sentatives late Saturday evening. 


++ 


It provides 
that no company doing business in the State 
shall reinsure all or any part of a risk in that 
State in a company not authorized to do busi- 
ness in the State. Likewise, it prohibits any 
company doing business in the State from ac- 
cepting reinsurance from unauthorized com- 
panies on any property in the State. The bill 
specifies that a statement showing the amount 
of reinsurance and the companies taking the 
business shall be filed with the department 
each year. If the superintendent of insurance 
is not satisfied with this he may examine the 
books of any company he may choose, in or- 
der to verify the reports. In this way the 
department may be absolutely certain that the 
law is not violated. 
+ ++ 
SUPT. MATTHEWS’ RESIGNATION. 

On April 13th Superintendent of Insurance 
Matthews handed in his resignation to Gov- 
ernor Nash, taking effect June 1d, thus com- 
pleting the first year of his second term. Mr. 
Matthews’ appointment by Governor Nash’s 
predecessor shortly before Mr. Nash’s in- 
auguration, was confirmed last week by the 
Senate, with the understanding that he would 
resign June 2. Mr. Matthews’ letter of resig- 
nation to Governor Nash was as follows: 


Dear Sir:—On June 3, 1899, Governor Bushnell 
appointed and commissioned me as my own suc- 
cessor to the office of superintendent of insurance 
of the State of Ohio for the statutory term of 
three years, subject to the approval of the Ohio 
Senate. The Senate has approved of my appoint- 
ment to such office. In many respects it would be 
leasing to me to serve out the term for which I 
1ave been appointed and confirmed. Your wish, 
however, to reorganize the insurance department 
of the State, with officers of your own selection 
having been made manifest to me, and to relieve 
you of any embarrassment in carrying forward at 
once such purpose, I cheerfully acquiesce therein, 
and I hereby tender you my resignation as super- 
intendent of insurance of the State of Ohio, to 
take effect June 2, 1900, or as soon thereafter as 
it may suit your convenience. 

Permit me in this connection to express my 
appreciation of the cordial treatment received at 
your hands in our official and personal relations, 
and through you to thank the members of the 
Ohio Senate for the confidence implied in the 
confirmation of my appointment. 

Wishing you and your administration the great- 
est possible success, I remain. 


There will probably be almost a complete 
change in the office force, only one, or pos- 
sibly two, of the clerks being retained. Mr. 
Matthews will undouvtedly enter the insur- 
ance business, as will also probably Captain 
Slemmons, the deputy. Otto W. Carpenter, 
the examiner, is now general agent of the 
Union Central Life at Cleveland. 

i t+ 

CINCINNATI INSURANCE COMPANY CHANGES. 

The reorganization of the Cincinnati Insur- 
ance Company, by which three new directors 
and a new president were elected, means that 
the company will be somewhat more aggres- 
sive in the future. P. W. Cadman, the new 
president, is an experienced insurance man, a 
student of the business, and has sound ideas 
the 


upon way to conduct a state insurance 
company. He and the old president, Mr. 
Bonsall, are warm friends, and have 


always worked in the completest harmony, 
and it 


was doubtless due to this that 
Mr. Bonsall, in retiring ,suggested Mr. 
Cadman as his successor. Mr. Bonsall re- 


tires entirely from the insurance business, and 
has sold his interest in the local agency 


| 





of Bonsall & 
E. E. Shipley. Mr. Bonsall has _ stood 
high in Cincinnati insurance circles, and has 
always commanded the thorough respect of the 
fraternity. Mr. Cadman, in conducting the af- 
fairs of the Cincinnati, will doubtless have the | 
advantage of his frequent advice. The Cin- 
cinnati will confine itself to Ohio for some 
time to come, but will enlarge its agency force 
considerably, and increase its state business, 
which is now rather small. Mr. Cadman will 
shortly select a special agent to assist him in 
the field work. 


+ 
THE SCHWABE, MAY & CO. LOSS. 

The large wholesale and retail clothing es- 
tablishment of Schwabe, May & Co. at Charles- 
ton, W. Va., was badly damaged by fire on 
the morning of the 8th inst. It is estimated the 
damage to building will be about 30 per cent 
and to stock 60 per cent. The value of the 
stock is given at $65,000, with $37,000 insur- 
ance thereon, and $19,500 on building, furni- 
ture and fixtures. Below is given a list of 
companies interested: 





ND as at chin ind are $3,500 | Phoenix, Conn. ....$2,000 
Western, Ont. 3,500 | Lancashire ........ ,000 
Eng.-Am. Und § Northern, Eng. .... 1,500 
Manchester GROOM ..ccccccccccce 5,500 
Continental Norwich Union .. 2,000 
United States .... 2,000 | Sum ........ ......0. 1,500 
American, Pa. .... 3,000} Orient ...... ...... 2,000 
German All. ...... 1,500 | Norwalk ...... . 2,000 
Franklin, W. Va... 1,500 | Security ........... 1,000 
Magdeburg ........ 1,500 | Agricultural .. .... 2,000 
Se eee 1,000 | Franklin, Pa. . 1,500 
North British .... 1,500 Fire Assn. ........ 2,000 
Philadelphia Und.. 1,000 | Home, N. Y. ...... 2,000 
Caledonian ........ 500 | German-American 1,500 
Com, Union ...... 1,000 EEN ccvasccense 1,500 
t+ ++ 


AFFAIRS AT CLEVELAND. 

The question of writing mercantile build- 
ings for a longer term than one year is seri- 
ously disturbing local agents at Cleveland. 
The competition of the Home for this class 
of business has been particularly aggressive, 
resulting in its securing fine lines. Agents 
are becoming more and more restive under 
the strain, and unless the Home soon ceases 
this mode of warfare, this practice will per- 
force be legalized. It is a singular com- 
mentary on the situation in Cleveland when 
such companies as the Home, Norwich Union, 
Traders of Illinois and American of New 
Jersey are standing directly in the way and 
thus blocking, to a large extent, the desired 
improvement in rate conditions. 

The Cooper of Dayton and the North Ger- 
man are lending their every assistance for 
better practices, even to the extent of can- 
celing any cut rate policies when their atten- 
tion has been called to same. Why the Nor- 
wich Union persists in maintaining its Seaton 
agency on the outside, with a business of 
less than $2,000 in premiums, is a mystery to 
many agents. 

Every day this agency is maintained is a 
serious jeopardy to the situation in that city. 
It is announced that it is after the “brick and 
mortar” business of the city, thus following up 
the policy being pursued by the Home. Man- 
ager Cochran of the Ohio Inspection Bureau 
has returned from his eastern trip. Just what 
success he met with on his mission is as yet 
problematical, but from an inside source it 
has been learned that he met with gratifying 
assurances from companies directly interested 
in the Cleveland situation. 

~ +» 
COMMENT ON OHIO SITUATION. 


Shipley to his partner, | 





All eyes—insurance-wise—are turned toward 
Ohio and the burning question is, “what shall 
be done?” Companies are well-nigh discour- 
aged over the prospects in the State, and it 
will be surprising if the most radical action is 
not soon taken to relieve the unbearable condi- 
tions. The appalling loss ratio of last year 
has been followed by an even worse record for 
the first quarter of this year. 

Many companies report loss ratios of over 
100 per cent, and few have made any money. 
There were some who, when the reports were 
issued showing an extremely bad year, con- 
soled themselves with the reflection that it was 


an “off year” and that this year would repair 
some of the reverses they had suffered. Put 
now that this year, so far, is achieving even 
greater loss, with no indication of an abat: 

ment, the conclusion is forced that it is simply 
a matter of inadequate rates, which have been 
hammered down below the living line through 
fierce competition. 

Ohio rates on many of the classes must be 
raised, and agents may as well prepare them 
selves for the inevitable. The companies sim 
ply cannot stand the pressure, and a careful 
investigation shows that managers feel there is 
no recourse but to readjust rates on some of 
the classes which have been uniformly unprof- 
itable. Stocks in Ohio have usually been writ- 
ten at nearly the same rates as building, when 
they should pay at least one-half more. All 
the large line business, regardless of class, is 
rated from one-third to one-half too low. 

The big risks of Cleveland ought to pay at 
least twice as much as they do. Cincinnati, 
Toledo, Dayton and Columbus mercantile and 
special hazard business is rated much too low. 
About the only class of business risks that is 
paying in Ohio is brick mercantile buildings. 
The forms used on some of the large lines in 
Ohio are of the most sweepingly liberal char- 
acter, and mostly blanket. While perhaps 
there will not be an entire readjustment of 
rates, it is certain that there will at least be 
a stiffening up process instituted, a more care- 
ful supervision of forms, and a specific increase 
of rates on many risks. 

Agents will, for the most part, lend their 
hearty assistance to the companies and co-op- 
erate with them, rather than try to evade the 
new regulations. Many of them already re- 
alize that in order that their business shall be 
transacted satisfactorily and without friction 
the companies shall do business at a reasonable 
profit, or at least no loss. 

As long as the companies lose money the 
agents will find it difficult to do business, and 
will be put to many annoyances which would 
not occur if the business sent in was properly 


rated. 


+ + 


The passage of the three bills noted elsewhere 
during the last day of the legislative session 
came as a bomb-shell to all but a few insur- 
ance men, as it was anticipated that the Legis- 
lature would adjourn with practically no ad- 
ditions being made to the old statutes so far 
as fire insurance is concerned. Numerous bills 
had been introduced, and while it was believed 
the fire marshal bill might go through, particu- 
larly the Painter bill, prohibiting compacts on 
commissions, was considered so absurd that it 
received little serious attention. But through 
the lobbying of H. M. Daugherty, who was 
employed by the Continental and other non- 
union companies, and who has a strong or- 
ganization among the senators and represent- 
atives, the bill was worked through at the last 
moment. 

This bill is probably unconstitutional and 
there is already talk of testing it in the courts. 
The law prohibiting reinsurance in unauthor- 
ized companies will have a great effect on the 
lines of the companies, which will now have to 
be reduced: 

This law is similar to the. ones passed in 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan and other west- 
ern States, and while many companies are af- 
fected, they all realize there are some poirits 
in favor of it, although many of them will be 
put to much troubie on account of it. 

It will have a greater effect in Ohio than 
similar measures have had in any other west- 
ern State, not only on account of the large 
amount of big line business in Ohio, but be- 
cause, owing to the law requiring foreign com- 
panies to make a special deposit with Ohio of 
$100,000 before entering the State, a great num- 
ber of the foreign reinsurance ¢ompanies will 
be shut out. : 

The state fire marshal bill is looked upon 
with general favor, and will receive widespread 
approval if the office is not made a political 
one, and if a practical man is put in charge. 
There is some murmuring, however, at the 
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expense being saddled upon the companies, as 
the companies will have to pay about $36,000 
for its maintenance. 


> Saal 
THE OHIO SUPERINTENDENCY. 

The appointment of a successor to Super- 
intendent of Insurance W. S. Matthews in the 
person of Arthur I.Vorys of Lancaster, Ohio, 
came as a complete surprise to the insurance 
fraternity. Many names were mentioned in 
connection with the office, and last week it was 
said the candidacy had narrowed down to two 
men, A. I. Truesdell of Cleveland and T. E. 
Drake, with chances in favor of the latter. 

It is understood there will be a general re- 
organization of the office force and all but one 
or two of the employes replaced with new 
men. There is a movement on foot among 
insurance men to ask to have W. R. Fogg, the 
statistician, retained. In his position as statis- 
tician he has had charge of preparing the an- 
nual reports for several years past, and has 
had charge of some of the most important ex- 
aminations for the department. He is thor- 
oughly familiar with the numerous details of 
the office, has a large personal acquaintance 
among insurance men, and is universally well 
liked. The new superintendent goes in June 3. 

The appointment of the new superintendent 
is not for a full term, but for the unexpired 
term to which Mr. Matthews was appointed. 
The most important positions which will be 
filled by appointments of the new superintend- 
ent are those of deputy superintendent and dep- 
uty inspector of building and loan associations, 
both places paying $2,400 a year. There is talk 
that Actuary McEwen will be supplanted by 
either the Hon. Emmett Tompkins of Colum- 
bus, or Senator Marchant, who has been chair- 
man of the senate insurance committee. 

The new superintendent is well-spoken of, 
and is an attorney of Lancaster. He is about 
41 years of age, and a brother-in-law of H. 
Clay Drinkle, a Republican politician of some 
note. It is understood he was not a candidate, 
and the first intimation he had that he was be- 
ing considered was when he was sent for on 
Friday. C. M. L. Wiseman, the fire insurance 
agent of Lancaster, and at one time rate-maker 
in Ohio, is said to be a candidate for the dep- 
utyship, but it is unlikely that the two chief 
officers will be chosen from the same town. 

The presence of Henry J. Reinmund, in Co- 
lumbus, was noted Tuesday. Mr. Reinmund 
was appointed superintendent of insurance by 
Governor Hoadly. He was from Lancaster 
also, and his wife, by the way, is a relative of 
Mr. Vorys. 

+ ++ 

TAXES ON LOCAL AGENTS’ CERTIFICATES. 

Agents in some of the counties of Ohio are 
complaining that the authorities are requiring 
them to place a ten-cent revenue stamp on their 
agency certificates issued by the state insur- 
ance department last year. It is found that 
some certificates filed in the county clerk’s of- 
fice do not bear a revenue stamp. This is ex- 
plained by the fact that an opinion of the at- 
torney-general was to the effect that these 
certificates did not require a stamp. Several 
were issued after this without stamps. Later 
the revenue department stated that these docu- 
ments must be stamped. The insurance depart- 
ment requires the companies to pay for the 
stamps, but during the interval before the final 
ruling several were sent out without stamps 
and now agents are being asked to stamp them. 


an + 


OHIO FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 
The following are recent Ohio fire appoint- 
ments : 


Allemannia—F,. Miller & Struble, 
Mizer, Coshocton; Chas. Dee, 
Beery & Co., Upper Sandusky. 

Connecticut—F. E. Connor, Jr., Berlin Heights; 
J. A. Williams, Roseville; J. E. Meek, Stryker; 
A. H. MeCadden, Canal Fulton; M. c Mackey, 
Millersburg; C. S. Shaffer, Vermilion; Horr & 
Robishaw, Wellington. 

Concordia—J. A. Seaton, Cleveland; J. C. Smith, 
Ansonia; J. W. Beck, Columbus; Henry Knipfer, 
Columbus: Meuche & Hickman, Daytou; Lyons & 
Weber, Miamisburg; Sidney Vaughan, West Balti- 
more; E. O. Brown & Co., ‘Toledo; L. D. Beekman, 
Waverly. 


Newark; W. A. 
Marion; G, W. 





County of Phila.—Chas. 
Pinkney, Dayton. 

German, . Va 
Tiffin 

Grand Rapids—G. W. Nance, Ironton; W. A. Al- 
baugh, Canton; Thomas Thomas, Youngstown. 

Greenwich—P. T. Snitt, Cambridge; . L. Col- 
lett, Ironton; Wm. 8. Van Horn, Franklin; B. L. 
Peters & Son, North Baltimore. 

Hartford—F. J. Cone, Oxford; Chas. W. Finch, 
St. Clairsyille. 

Manhattan—De Witt C. Lloyd, Fostoria; James 
Grisier & Son, Wauseon; Clinton Paine & Son, 
Bryan; I. W. Pressler, Montpelier; E. L. Cosgrove, 
Napoleon; J. R. Davis’ Sons, Youngstown. 

i German—John Heckle & Sons, 
nat 

North British, Eng.—J. A. Smith, Carey. 

North America—C. H. Eckhardt & Co., Lima; 
W. H. Knight, New Washington; T. O. Crossan, 
New Lexington. 

Northwestern National—Wilson Rice, German- 
town; F. W. Wood, Fayette; T. G. Ton Velle, 
Celina; A. W. Monroe, Galion. 

National, Conn.—Fred Bauman, Sandusky. 

Rochester German— Henry Knipfer, Columbus. 


Suhr, Norwalk; C. D. 


BE. W. Stephenson & Co., 


Cincin- 


State of Pa.—Irvin McFadden, Middletown; H. C. 
Miley, Findlay. 

Thuringia American—W. E. Emerson, Barnes- 
ville; Henry Knote, Galion; Abernethy Bros., 
Circleville; _B. L. Peters & Son, North Balti- 


more. 
Union, Pa.—L. A. Conklin, Forest. 
Westchester—V. E. Affolter, Dennison. 
Williamsburg City—Henry Knipfer, Columbus. 
~~ + 


YOUNGSTOWN SEPARATION CASE. 


The union companies up to date have taken 
no action in the Rice, Haney & Medbury 
agency matter, and it now looks possible that 
no concerted action will be taken at all, though 
it is believed several companies will withdraw. 
In fact, it is said two companies at least are 
sure to withdraw, unless the agency unionizes, 
which is improbable. The agency was given 
until April 1 to decide whether it would union- 
ize or lose the union companies. Some of the 
union specials thought it advisable to wait in 
withdrawing until the Legislature adjourned, 
on the ground that the advocates of the anti- 
compact commission bill might find some ma- 
terial in the Youngstown case to assist in the 
passage of the measure. 


OHIO AND W. VA. NOTES. 


Bolinger & Fuller of Clyde, Ohio, have 


unionized by resigning the Columbia and 
Glens Falls. 


Secretary Lang of the Toledo board will 
soon begin to supply the members with the 
rates on the card index system. 


_ A. Young & Co. of Lima, Ohio, have union- 
ized by resigning the Firmens of Newark, 
German of Pittsburg and Reliance. 


W. D. Lama is the name of a new agent 
at Clyde, Ohio. W. D. Pearce of Clyde, 
Ohio, has entered the insurance business. 


The death of the aged mother of Frank A. 
Rothier, president of the Cincinnati Underwri- 
ters, and of C. C. Rothier, special agent of the 
Orient, occurred at the family residence in 
Cincinnati, April 12. 


Hall & Harter of Akron, Ohio, who have 
the largest agency in the city, have decided 
to unionize, and will resign the American of 
Philadelphia, National Standard, United 
States Fire and Williamsburg City. 


In a case at Warren, Ohio, the Circuit Court 
held that a mutual company had a right to 
cancel a policy for non-payment of assessmeits, 
and loss by fire occurring after notice of can- 
cellation was not covered under the policy. 


For the time being, at least, the German of 
Indiana will handle its Ohio agencies direct 
from the home office, and will, therefore, not 
appoint a successor to Nelson Reid, Ohio 
special agent, whose resignation took effect 
on April 15th. 

Special Agent Sowards of the Norwich 
Union had just returned to his agent’s office 
after an inspection of the Dayton Mattress 
Company’s works, and was instructing his 
agent to cancel the Norwich Union policy, 
when the fire alarm sounded. On investiga- 
tion the fire proved to be in the mattress 
factory. 





At Cleveland the jury was unable to agree 
in the suit of Elizabeth M. Jennings against 
the Preferred Accident for $10,000, under an 
accident policy on her late husband. The 
company claims he committed suicide while 
the widow maintains his death was accidental. 
If the former as the case, the company was 
not liable. 


| 
| 
| 
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MICHIGAN ‘UNDERWRITING. 


GEO. W.CHANDLER’S NEW CONNECTION 








Resigns Weed & Kennedy’s Companies to 
Take the Michigan General Agency of 
the National of Ireland. 

George W. Chandler of Detroit has resigned 
the Michigan general agency of the Nether- 
lands, Helvetia Swiss, Beloise and Svea, of the 
Weed & Kennedy combination, and has formed 
a new connection in a similar capacity with 
the National of Ireland. This announcement 
will be quite a surprise to many of the Michigan 
fraternity, though a few of Mr. Chandler’s 
friends were aware that he contemplated a 
change in the near future. It is understood 
that the new arrangement goes into effect on 
May I. 

It will be remembered that when the Weed 
& Kennedy deal was made with Mr. Chandler 
about eighteen months ago it was a matter of 
general interest, as a number of companies were 
given up by the Chandler local agency to make 
room for the new combination, and it is un- 
derstood that Weed & Kennedy paid Mr. 
Chandler a large salary as state agent, in ad- 
dition to local commissions at Detroit. 

This appointment would seem to indicate the 
tendency of Manager Kendall, of the National 
of Ireland, in his future plans for the western 
field. 


RATES ON STOCKS AND BUILDINGS. 

It is getting to be a much discussed topic 
among insurance men in regard to insurance 
on large stocks of goods. That there is plenty 
of room for improvement by the rating bu- 
reau will be easily discerned when the fire 
record for the last few months has been re- 
viewed. 

Of the four or five big fires in Michigan 
which started in buildings occupied as stores, 
in nearly every case there was an insurance 
loss to pay of about four or five times as much 
on stock as on buildings, prorated with the 
insurance carried. In several instances where 
the rate on stock was from 8o cents to $1, the 
rate on the building would only be 10 or 18 
per cent lower, while the 
variably considerably 
300 or 400 per cent 

Take the Newton Annis fire which occurred 
recently in Detroit. The insurance loss on 
stock was about $50,000, while $5,000 would 
more than cover the loss on the buildings, yet 
there was not more than 25 per cent differ- 
ence in the rate. Of course, this was an ex- 
ceptional case as far as loss on buildings and 
stocks average, but agents and companies are 
beginning to feel that there is more of a dif- 
ference in hazard between that class of stock 
and buildings than is generally recognized by 
the rating bureau. 

Companies are beginning to be a little wary 
of large stocks in store buildings at the low 
rate prevailing, and the time is predicted when 
that class of risks will “go begging” unless 
the general rate be increased. Even now 
there are very few companies which accept 
more than $2,000 or $3,000 on dry goods 
stocks, and quite a number of agents have 
complained recently of finding that class of 
insurance hard to place or of having their 
lines cut down by the company. 

With the present excellent fire department in 
Detroit and other cities, in case of fire it most 
generally happens, with prompt action by the 
fire department, the fire is put out before 
much damage is done to the building, while 
the stock is nearly a total loss because of 


loss ratio was in- 
more, and oftentimes 
more. 


fire, smoke and water damage. 
++ ++ 
MEETING OF THE DETROIT CLUB. 
At the regular meeting of the Detroit Fire 


Robert F. Hart- 
vacancy on the 


the death cf 


Underwriters Club, Tuesday, 
enstein was elected to fill the 


executive committee caused by 








A. A. Saenger. A proposed amendment to the 
by-laws making writing for an unauthorized 
solicitor punishable by a fine of $50 was laid 
over indefinitely. The offering of this amend- 
ment was something of a surprise to most 
agents, as there is a general feeling that the 
rule instead of being made stricter should be 
modified. The rule has for some time been 
practically a dead letter, both as to authoriza- 
tion of solicitors and amount of commission 
paid. The Germania pays 25 per cent to any- 
one who can control a policy, and the strict 
enforcement of the rule would only result in 
driving the small solicitors to their office, and 
the consequent loss to club agents of a really 
large amount of preferred business. 
++ ++ 
MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

The following are recent Michigan appoint- 
ments: 

Boston, Mass.—R. H. Stringham, Trenton. 

Caledonian—James T. Norris, Frankfort; George 
Lb. Tunstead, Oxford; Charies M. Turrell, Romeo. 

Commerce—Arthur F. Saenger, Detroit. 

State of Illinois—Jonn C. Hickey, Detroit; Wm. 
J. Carbaugh, Portland. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—Wm. E. 
ville. 

Northwestern National 

North German, N. Y. 
Rapids. 

Norwich Union—Theo. T. Jacobs, Sturgis; J. Mur- 
ray Benjamin, White Pigeon. 

Palatine—Albert E. Maynard, Clare; Stephen J. 
Humeston, Eaton Rapids. 

Royal Exchange—Frank A. Douglass, Calumet; 
John Rowson & Co., Grand Rapids. 

Springfield—Chas. S. Abbott, West Branch. 
Western Underwriters—Warner & Warner, Bay 
City. 

Westchester—H. M. Hayes, Alma; R. D. Lemen, 
Shepherd; L. O. Miller, Three Rivers. 


De Golia, Middle- 


Dana G. Taft, Pontiac. 
Louis B. Saunders, Grand 


++ ++ 

DEATH OF A. JUDD DAVIDSON. 
The tanks of Grand Rapids’ fire under- 
writers were depleted last Thursday night by 
the sudden death of A. Judd Davidson, one of 
the oldest and most favorably known insur 
ance men in western Michigan. Mr. David- 
son had been in good health apparently up to 
the time of his sudden demise, which is attrib- 
uted to heart failure. The funeral was held on 
Saturday afternoon, and immediately preced- 
ing the ceremony the Grand Rapids Fire Un 
derwriters Association he'd a special meeting 
at which resolutions of sympathy with the be- 
reaved family were passed and 
printed. 

Mr. Davidson was one of the older resi- 
dents of Grand Rapids, and had been previous 
to his entering the insurance field prominent 
in the furniture business, at one time being 
president of the Grand Rapids Cabinet Com- 
pany. His insurance business at the time of 
his death was prosperous and he was listed as 
one of the city’s best underwriters. The com- 
panies he represented were: The American vi 
Philadelphia, Citizens of Pittsburg, Helvetia 
Swiss, County of Philadelphia, Lumbermens 
of Philadelphia, Reliance and the Royal Ex- 
change. j 


ordered 


++ —s 
THE TAMARACK MINING LINE. 
The Tamarack Mining Line controlled 


Dy 
the Douglass agency at 


Houghton, Mich., 
on a brokerage basis, has been placed, the old 
policies expiring April 1. The line is divided 
among the companies of the Douglass agency. 
Some time ago there was a flat rate 
on the various plants, but when the rates were 
made specific it was found that the averaze 
was above the old flat rate, although there 
was no increase in hazard. This has been 
adjusted and the specific ratings equalized so 
that the average brings it to the former fat 
rate. 


M. F. Henessey, formerly connected with 
the Michigan Inspection Bureau, has become 
chief loss clerk in the Royal's western de- 
partment. He was presented upon his de- 
parture with a handsome testimonial in the 
shape of a purse by the insurance men of 
Detroit, and also received a fine grip from 
the office force of the inspection bureau. Mr. 
Hennessey is greatly liked by everybody, and 
his many friends look for his success in his 
new. position, 














Chairman Charles P. Whitney of the Organi- 
zation Committee Is Placing Men in 
Charge of Congressional Districts. 

Chairman Charles P. Whitney, of the or- 
ganization committee of the Illinois State As- 
sociation of Local Agents, is busily engaged 
in appointing a live agent to look after the 
state association’s interest in each congres- 
sional district. This has entailed a _ large 
amount of correspondence and has demanded 
much time. 

Several men have been selected to act as 
chairmen in their respective congressional 
districts, but the appointments for the entire 
State have not been completed. 

It seems to be the opinion of the organiza- 
tion committee that it will be necessary to 
employ a salaried man to visit each congres- 
sional district and see the agents direct. 
There are a number of local agents who do 
not know the real objects of the association 
and think that it is being backed by the com- 
panies. It is difficult to lay its plans and 
possibilities before them by correspondence. 

If an active man were placed in the field 
he could work up a good membership. The 
association is not strong enough financially 
to stand a very heavy expense, but it is 
thought the initiation fees from new mem- 
bers would largely defray the salary and ex 
penses of a traveling representative. 





WARNER & HESS AGENCY AT OTTAWA. 

Quite a flurry occurred last week at Ottawa 
when it became known that the Warner & 
Hess agency would separate. Four or five 
union special agents met at Ottawa and had 
a conference with J. I. Warner of the firm, 
when it was agreed that he would take the 
union companies and Louis Hess the non- 
union companies. Mr. Warner is the older 
and more experienced member of the firm, but 
Mr. Hess is the more active. 

It was thought that an amicable separation 
had been arranged, but later the two partners 
thought best to stay together, and so ad- 
dressed their companies, stating that there 
would be an equitable distribution of the busi- 
ness, regardless of union affiliations. They 
will keep probably a half-dozen of their union 
companies and allow the others to go with 
B. B. Holland, who will establish an agency 
there. The proposition is for Mr. Holland 
to take the Phoenix of Hartford, Phoenix of 
England, London and Lancashire, and prob- 
ably another of the union companies. 

The companies represented by Warner & 
Hess are the St. Paul, Hamburg-Bremen, 
Greenwich, Phcenix of Hartford, Glens Falls, 
Reliance, American of New Jersey, American 
of Pennsylvania, Agricultural, German of Free- 
port, Pacific, Westchester, London & Lan- 
cashire, AZtna, Fire Association, Svea, Trad- 
ers, and Phoenix of England. 

++ ++ 
SEXTON AGENCY AT EAST ST. LOUIS UNIONIZED. 

The H. D. Sexton & Bro. agency at East 
St. Louis, one of the largest in the city, has 
qualified for graded commissions, resigning 
the Agricultural and German of Freeport. 
The companies now represented by the agency 
are the Atlas, Connecticut, Equitable, Fire- 
mans Fund, Franklin, German American, 
Home, North America, Magdeburg, National 
of Hartford, North British, Palatine, Penn- 
sylvania, Philadelphia Underwriters, Provi- 
dence Washington, Springfield, Sun of Eng- 
land, Sun of New Orleans, Svea, and Traders. 

ad t+ 
MEETING OF NON-UNION FIELD CLuB. 

The Itlinois Field Club, which is composed 
of non-union field men, is now in a position 
to begin the work outlined by its promoters 
The club has upward of thirty members, which 
is a majority of the non-union companies op- 
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executive committee is composed of R. D. 
Harvey of the New Hampshire, J. B. Wharto: 
of the Germian of Freeport, William Fei! 

of the Western Underwriters, S. W. Tripp 
of the Girard, and S. K. Hatfield of the Amer 
ican of Newark. The conference committ: 

who will consider the matters presented 
through committees or other organizations i: 
S. E. Cate of the Union of Philadelphia, Will 
iam Feiler of the Western Underwriters, S 
K. Hatfield of the American of Newark, S 
W. Tripp of the Girard, E. F. DeForest oi 
the Farmers of York, Pa. It is the con 
sensus of opinion that the non-union field 
club will co-operate as to rates in the Stat 
Repeatedly some reports have been bruited 
abroad that this club would not agree to up 
hold rates, but such rumors seem entirely 
unfounded. 

++ ++ 
‘““CITIZENS'' IS ENJOINED. 

The Circuit Court of Hancock County, lili 
nois, has issued an injunction against the Citi 
zens Insurance Company of Chicago, restrair 
ing it from transacting business at the request 
of Hon. O. F. Berry, attorney for Superintend- 
ent Van Cleave. This is another of the com 
panies which claims to be operating under a 
special charter. E. A. Shanklin, the under- 
grounder, is backing the company. 


++ ++ 


THE COLONIAL’S BUSINESS 

Since the revocation of the license of the 
Colonial Assurance Company to transact busi 
ness in Illinois by Superintendent Van Cleave. 
it has come to light that Maitland & McAvoy 
of Chicago have been using Special Agent J 
Means Smith’s name on policies issued by th« 
company outside of Cook County, that wer: 
written below tariff rates. This was necessary, 
as Maitland & McAvoy are members of the 
Chicago Underwriters Association. So far as 
can be learned al] the Colonial policies that were 
signed by Smith as agent were issued in the 
office of Maitland & McAvoy, who kept all the 
records in reference to the transactions. Geo 
F. Stanton, general manager of the Colonial, 
states that when the agency was placed in thi 
hands of Maitland & McAvoy, it was, under 
stood that tariff rates were to be strictly ad 
hered to. 


++ ++ 


TAMPERING WITH MAILS CHARGED 

A curious incident occurred in Rockford last 
week, which will thoroughly exemplify how 
keen the competition for business is among the 
local agents. The story is best told by a clip 
ping from a local paper, which is as follows: 

Someone is tampering with the mails in Rock 
ford is the belief of several insurance agents, An 
investigation is being made and the matter wili be 
probed to the bottom. A letter containing an in 
surance policy has been missing several days, and 
tinally turned up this morning. The story as told 
by the agent who mailed the policy is as follows: 
The letter containing the policy was mailed April 
7. the assured did not receive the letter, and on 
the 12th inst. it was remailed in a box in the down- 
town district. On the 13th inst. it was returned 
te the agent who originally mailed it. Another 
agent called at the assured’s home, shortly after 
the mail earrier had delivered the letter. In the 
lower part ef the building, another family resides 
A member of this family opened the door fot 
agent No. 2, and he is supposed to know some 
thing regarding the disappearance of the letter 
for five days. Whether he was unable to make 
use of it or whether he was overtaken by a guilty 
conscience, no one knows. The policy has come 
to light again and its wanderings will be traced, if 
possible. 

a+ ++ 


CAMLIN AGENCY WILL UNIONIZE. 

The Camlin agency has notified iis numer 
ous companies that on or before July 1 it will 
be in a position to accept graded commissions 
This is the largest agency in Rockford, in fact. 
the largest in northern Illinois, and the effect 
of its unionizing is bound to make itself felt 
in this section. 


The Fidelity Fire Company of Baltimore 


have appointed Lewis H. Davis of Chicago as 
attorney to accept service of process in Illinois 
in place of W. F. Rollo, 
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PRUDENTIAL’S ARRANGEMENTS. 





Divides the Field Into Three Sections with 
Speer, Tasney and Lang, Each Over 
Separate Territory. 

The Prudential has divided its agency field 
in three parts, so that the superintendent over 
each district can devote his entire time to it. 

Formerly, George B. Speer, the superintend- 
ent of agents, had charge of the ordinary offi- 
ces in the entire country. He now will have 
supervision over the agencies in the eastern 
field, F. W. Tasney wil! be superintendent over 


the western field, and Cyrus Lang will have , 


charge of the South. 

Mr. Tasney is making his first visit with 
western . offices. 
week to install the new manager for Chicago 
and Illinois. The name of the gentleman has 
not yet been made public, but it is understood 
that he was formerly connected with one of 
the big companies in the East. The Prudential 
has not pushed for business to any great ex- 
tent in Illinois outside of Chicago, but under 
the new arrangement it is understood will 
make a special effort. 

J. D. James and E. H. Emory, the general 
agents at the Chicago office, will continue under 
their direct contracts with the company. Doubt- 
less, other general agents will be appointed by 
the new manager. 


HARTFORD LIFE’S CHICAGO BUSINESS. 

The Hartford Life, in opening offices for 
its monthly payment policies in Chicago, has 
run against a snag in the contract of its Chi- 
cago manager, H. B. Johnston. According 
to its contract, Mr. Johnston is given exclu- 
sive control of the city. It is stated he be- 
lieves that the monthly payment offices are 
encroaching on his territory. From all that 
can be learned, Mr. Johnston is willing to 
allow its office to remain under his contract 
if he is given a reasonable renewal commis- 
sion on their business. The matter is now 
pending between Mr. Johnston and the com- 
pany. 


aad > 
CHICAGO LIFE UNDERWRITER’S MEET. 

The Chicago Life Underwriters Associa- 
tion held its April meeting last Tuesday at 
the Chicago Athletic Club. President L. 
Brackett Bishop of the Massachusetts Mu- 
tual was master of ceremonies. By the elec- 
tion of ten new members, it was stated that 
the association had now reached the hundred 


He will be in Chicago this 


mark, the second one in number to the New | 


York association. 

The most important address of the evening, 
from a life insurance standpoint, was deliv- 
ered by Charles W. Pickell of Detroit, the 
general agent of the Massachusetts Mutual. 
Mr. Pickell is one of the best agency mana- 
gers in the West. He is full of enthusiasm 
and conducts his business on the highest 
plane. Mr. Pickell spoke on the subject of 
“Diligence, the Price of Victory.” He held 
that diligence is the best and most practical 
factor in the development of character. He 
devoted considerable of his time to giving 
good advice to beginners, stating that suc- 
cess in life insurance work comes largely 
through close application to all the details 
of the business, and that the beginner should 
not hope to triumph immediately. He re- 
gards patience and indefatigable labor as 
among the most important qualities in a life 
insurance worker. He called attention to the 
fact that a life insurance man is liable to travel 
in ruts, and in order to avoid this he should 
keep abreast with the newest ideas and meth- 
ods that Were being promulgated. Mr. Pickell 
contended that the agent should always be 
desirous of surpassing his record of the past. 

Philip H. Farley of the Mutual Life of 
New York, the president of the New York 
Life Underwriters Association, spoke on the 
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subject of “The Common Effort for the Com- 
mon Good.” 
the local life underwriters associations and 
their work. He stated that more co-operation 
and good feeling had been engendered by 
these associations than through any other 
medium. He thinks that the associations 
have given men a better tone and have tended 
to elevate the business in every aspect. He 
believes that by these constant advancements 
the profession of life insurance has won the 
cordial support and sympathy of the public. 

William J. Strong, a prominent member 
of the Chicago bar, who has made a reputa- 
tion as counsel for labor unions in their diffi- 
culties with laborers, spoke on the subject 
of “Conflicts Between Labor and Capital; 
Arbitration, the Remedy.” Mr. Strong is a 
firm believer in organized labor and thinks 
that it should have the right to deal with 
organized capital on its own ground. He 
thinks that labor is superior to capital, in 
that the former has a human element in it. 
Mr. Strong held that labor had the right 
to deal with organized capital through its 
walking delegate, or, as he termed it, the 
manager of the union. He claimed that it 
would be impracticable for the labor union 
to contract with each stockholder of a cor- 
poration, and hence the corporation should 
not demand that it deal with labor individually. 
He advocated the passage of a compulsory 
arbitration law to settle all disputes between 
capital and labor. 

Colonel William Lightfoot Visscher, the 
well-known humorist, captivated the banquet- 
ers by his stories and also gained great ap- 
plause by reciting several of his original 
poems. Colonel Visscher is regarded as one 
of the best professional entertainers in Chi- 
cago. 


++ > 


SEEKING POSTPONED CASES. 


The Security Trust & Life instructs its 
agents to make a play with agents of other 
companies to get applications that have been 
postponed by their companies. It frequently 
happens that a company desires to make more 
extetided investigation of a case before it will 
issue a policy. Very often the clients wish 
life insurance immediately, and do not desire 
to wait until a prolonged inspection is made. 
The Security Trust advises its agents to seek 
these postponed cases. It tells other agents 
that they may save these risks for their own 
companies later on. Very often a man will 
take, under these conditions, a small policy 
in the Security Trust and allow it to con- 
tinue. 


EQUITABLE COMMISSION RULE. 





Competitors Claim It Is Being Violated or 
Evaded In Some Instances. 

The charge has been made that the Equita- 
ble Life was not operating in accordance with 
its recently enacted rule to pay no agent or 
broker more than 50 per cent graded first- 
year commission. It has been stated that the 
rule is not effective because the managers can 
get around it by paying the 50 per cent and 
loaning two or any number of renewals in 
advance, which loan need not be returned. 
Or, it has been said to be possible for the 
manager to pay agents part salary and part 
commission, the total amounting to more 
than 50 per cent. It may be that some man- 
agers are paying more than 50 per cent, but 
if so they are undoubtedly doing it in viola- 
tion of the instructions from the company, and 
were such violation brought to the attention 
of the company the manager would probably 
be brought to book. The following is the 
rule as promulgated by the Society: 

“Please take notice that from and after 
January 1, 1900, no representative of this 
Society shall under any circumstances what- 
soever pay, cause to be paid or permit to be 
paid, directly or indirectly, a first year’s com- 
pensation of any kind (including advances) 


He paid an eloquent tribute to | 
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exceeding a sum equal to fifty per cent. (50%) 
graded of first year’s premiums on business 
submitted by any sub-agent, solicitor, broker 
or other person. This rule is imperative and 
will be rigidly enforced by the Society under 
the penalty of dismissal.” 

The following is the form which every agent 
is obliged to sign: 

“T have received your letter of ———, ad- 
vising me of the Equitable Life Assurance 
Society’s imperative rule with reference to the 
maximum compensation which the Society’s 
representatives are allowed to pay for busi- 
ness; and I pledge myself to abide by said 
rule, a violation of which I understand ren- 
ders me amenable to the penalty of im- 
mediate dismissal from your service; and | 
hereby accept the condition imposed, and I 
further pledge myself to strictly enforce, and 
cause to be enforced, said rule as against any 
and all persons doing business with me, mak 
ing its observance a condition precedent to 
my acceptance of any business from them.” 

The rule is very carefully and_ strictly 
worded and it would seem that it would be 
hard to systematically violate it. 
cases have been 
been violated. 





No specific 


shown where the rule has 





AGENTS SELLING GOLD BOND CONTRACTS 

Several life insurance agents make a spe 
cialty every now and then of selling gold 
bond policies. One of the features to lay 
before a man who wants to buy this sort of 
a contract is the fact that the bonds can be 
divided into thousand dollar denominations. 
In this way a man can take a ten thousand 
dollar policy, for example, and at his death 
or the maturity of the contract have it con 
ditioned that part of it shall go to one mem- 
ber of the family and part to another. One 
of the beauties of the contract is that it can 
be divided in this way. He can leave the op- 
tion to the beneficiaries, whether they will 
have the bonds commuted or allow them to 
remain with the company and draw interest. 
He may have the condition in the policy that 
the bonds shall not be commuted. 


aa ++ 


WESTERN MUTUAL LIFE’S PLANS. 

Considerable interest is being taken in the 
renewed efforts of the Western Mutual Life 
of Chicago to develop its plant. As is known, 
this company has been subjected to attacks 
both from the outside and inside. It has 
gotten out a pamphlet explaining its relations 
with Walter C. Hateley and Col. C. R. E. 
Koch, both prominent Chicago policyholders. 

As is known these gentlemen attacked the 
management of the Western Mutual, making 
several serious allegations. The association 
has entered suit for damages against these 
gentlemen. 

The officials take the ground that the asso- 
ciation has lived through these various at- 
tacks and had insurance in force at the be- 
ginning of the year ameunting to $7,525,524, 
and as it has passed through the fire com- 
paratively successfully it is in a position now 
to build around the nucleus the business that 
has staid on its books. Undoubtedly about 
all policyholders who are dissatisfied with the 
company and its management have allowed 
their policies to lapse, and those who remain 
are probably satisfied with the course the 
company has taken. 

This much can be said in its favor, and 
that is, its medical selection has been very 
critical, and its rates are higher than many 
of the old-line companies. The business on 
its books is of the best class, which even its 
most bitter critics will admit. The company 
has just been examined by the Iowa Depart- 
ment, which gives it a clean bill of health. 

It is unfortunate that a company that had 
reached such a period of development as the 
Western Mutual, and had gotten its policy- 
holders from the best class of people in dif- 
ferent communities, should have been rent by 
internal disturbances. 

The fact that such men as John V. Clarke, 
president of the Hibernian Bank Association; 
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Paul O. Stansland, president of the Milwau- 
kee Avenue State Bank; Gilbert B. Shaw, 
vice-president of the American Trust & Sav- 
ings Bank; Hempstead Washburn, former 
mayor of Chicago, and Francis S. Peabody, 
president of the Peabody Coal Company, all 
successful and experienced business men of 
Chicago, are represented on the board of di- 
rectors, and are taking an active interest in 
the company’s work, shows that with proper 
handling and with the counsel of these finan- 
cial men, together with the life insurance ex- 
perience of the Rhodus brothers, the company 
has a future. 

Now that there is more harmony in the 
ranks, the association is beginning to push its 
work. Agency Instructor Willis has formed 
a class of field managers and they will be 
sent out to secure business and educate agents. 
The agency work is under the supervision of 
Manager Thomas Rhodus. The company has 
just deposited $100,000 in interest-bearing se- 
curities with the American Trust & Savings 
Bank of Chicago. 

Those who know the plans of the company 
will recognize many of its methods as possess- 
ing merit. It certainly has some excellent 
ideas as to educating its men and its system 
of literary work in keeping its policyholders 
in touch with the association, as well as stimu- 
lating its agents, are superior in many re- 
spects. 

ae ++ 
SOME COMPANIES DISCOURAGE OVER-WRITING. 

There seems to be a disposition on part of 
some of the more conservative life companies 
to take a decided stand against additional pol- 
icies written on the life of a man who cannot 
afford to carry more insurance. These com- 
panies recognize the fact that each man is able 
to carry a certain amount of life insurance, 
the same to be gauged by his income. Any 
amount written over that sum is pretty sure 
to lapse, as a man cannot afford to keep it 
in force. Over-written business is usually 
placed by agents working on a brokerage ba- 
sis who have no interest in the renewals. They 
will use every effort and resort to all means 
to convince a man that he needs more in- 
surance when really his financial condition 
will not warrant it. They can afford to rebate 
part of their commission in order to secure 
this business. A man will carry it for prob- 
ably a year or two, and then find he is over- 
loaded and drop it. The company in the 
meantime has to run the mortality hazard, with 
the knowledge the policy will probably not 
renew, and, therefore, be a direct loss. 

Ss ++ 
THE LIFE INSURANCE TOUT. 

Professional life insurance agents are in 
serious danger of curtailing their field through 
their employment of the amateur life insur- 
ance man, or rather, the life insurance tout. 
This individual is to be found everywhere, and 
in some sections he is getting so numerous as 
to make the situation almost alarming. 

In some cities the practice of dividing com- 
missions with the “spotter,” or some friend of 
the assured, has grown to such an extent that 
perhaps in a majority of cases some one be- 
sides the agent gets a part of the commission 
in some way. The tout is a barnacle on the 
business the same as the railroad ticket scalper 
is in the sale of transportation. It is seldom 
that he is a producer himself, and his work 
consists principally in helping the agents steal 
from each other, with a commission on each 
steal going to him. 

There are two classes of touts in life insur- 
ance agency work, and it can be admitted that 
one is of limited real use. The other, how- 
ever, should be summarily dealt with, both by 
the agents’ association and the home offices. 

The first is really not so much a tout as an 
incompetent agent. He is usually located in a 
small town, and solicits, but seldom writes life 
insurance during his spare moments. He gets 
as many prospects together as he can and then 
sends for his special or general agent. To- 
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gether they close as many of the risks as they | 
can, and divide the commissions. Sometimes 
this agent is a banker, who knows what peo- 
ple have money to ifvest; sometimes an im- 
pecunious lawyer, with time hanging heavily 
on his hands; sometimes the mayor or some 
other town official. Inasmuch as these semi- 
agents all assist in stimulating business and 
by drumming up prospects, are of real assist- 
ance to the regular agents, they serve a useful 
purpose and perhaps should be paid according 
to the value of their service. This feature of 
the business will regulate itself. 

But in the cities of any size the legitimate 
agents have a different kind of tout to deal 
with—an absolutely useless appendage to the 
business, and one which should be detached 
from the agency system by concerted action. 
This individual watches on street corners and 
at office entrances, and maneuvers to overhear 
conversations between agents and prospective 
customers, and with his stolen information 
rushes to the agent whom he “favors” with his 
“pointers,” in order that he may share in the 
commission should the competition thus illeg- 
ally started result successfully. But more fre- 
quently the tout, if he be experienced, takes 
his information to all the agents he knows and 
exacts from each a stipulation that in case of 
success he is to share in the results. 

Sometimes this tout is a clerk in the office 
of the man who is contemplating life insur- 
ance, and he overhears enough of the conver- 
sation to be able to give valuable tips as to the 
best way to “beat out” the agent who worked 
up the prospect. Many of this class of touts 
are friends of people who are thinking of tak- 
ing insurance, and will freely offer their ad- 
vice in favor of the company allowing them 
the highest ‘“‘rake-off.” Cases are not infre- 
quent where a “tout” or “spotter” on learning 
that some one intends taking insurance or of 
some agent soliciting a case, goes to every 
office in town and arranges to receive a com- 
mission from the man who succeeds. He thus 
takes no chances, and while his victims, the as- 
sured and all the agents, are put to great an- 
noyance and extra work, he is almost certain 
to get liberally paid for doing nothing. As 
stated, this abuse has grown to such propor- 
tions in recent years that some energetic work 
will be required to prevent its further growth. 








LIFE NOTES. 


The Federal Life of Chicago is now issuing 
policies. \ 


The Franklin Life of Illinois and Fidelity 








Mutual Life of Philadelphia have entered Kan- 
sas. 

A. A. Lee of Painesville, Ohio, has entered 
the life business, having secured the Mutual 
Benefit. 

The Middleton bill, prohibiting child insur- 
ance, aimed at the industrial companies, was 
killed in the Ohio Senate, twenty-four votes 
being cast against it and but one for it. 





Difficult to Classify. 


The Tontine Surety Company of Detroit 
was refused the privilege of doing business | 
in Ohio some time ago, unless it complied 
with the law covering building and loan as- 
sociations and put up a deposit of $25,000. 
The concern is incorporated under the laws 
of Michigan as a mercantile association, but 
in Indiana is classed as an insurance company, 
in New York a bank, and now in Ohio as 
a building and loan association. 

The object of the association is the sale of 
diamonds on contract, but it seems to have 
some trouble in satisfying the authorities as 
to what they really are. One of the com- 
pany’s agents was arrested last summer in 
Ohio and a friendly suit instituted to deter- 
mine the concern’s classification. It was held 
to be a building and loan association and re- 
quired a bond of $25,000. Quo warranto pro- 
ceedings were then instituted, and it is prob- 
able an appeal will be taken to a higher court. 
In either case Manager Brown says the com- 
pany will continue to do business in Ohio. 





PREFERRED'S “SPECIAL HEALTH POLICY 

The Preferred Accident, in addition to its 
regular health policy, which costs $10 per 
year and pays $25 per week benefits, not ex- 
ceeding 26 weeks, is now issuing what is called 
a “Special Health Policy,” costing $25 a year. 
This pays $25 a week for 26 weeks, covering 
the diseases of its regular policy and also in- 
troduces some new features. For instance, it 
pays $25 a week not exceeding 13 weeks for 
illness resulting from the following diseases: 
Typho-malaria, intermittent, remittent, con- 
gestive, malarial or yellow fever, enteritis, 
coalitis, hepatitis, enterocolitis, neuritis or 
Bright’s disease. It pays $25 a week for not 
exceeding five weeks covering diseases of the 
heart, aorta or organs of circulation, apo- 
plexy, epilepsy, locomotor-ataxia, cerebro- 
spinal meningitis, or any other diseases of the 
brain and spinal column (insanity excepted), 
cancer, tumor, abscess, gangrene, ulcer, and 
all tubercular diseases. The company will 
now push this “special health policy” and ex- 
pects to find it a ready seller. 

~~ ++ 
ILLINOIS CASUALTY BUSINESS. 

The following is a comparison of premium 
returns of casualty and -miscellaneous com- 
panies in Illinois for 1898 and 1899: 

1899. 














899. 1898. 
4®tna Indemnity .......... otodui $ 22,149 $ 2,241 
4®tna Life (Accident) .......... 81,493 63,870 
American Bond and Trust.... 22,465 15,253 
American Credit Indemnity.... 11,130 6,280 
American Surety 114,197 105,805 
Central Accident 11,117 8,756 
City Trust, Safe Deposit and 
Ere 29,069 31,335 
Continental Assurance ........ 21,133 17,578 
Employers’ Liability .......... 135, 867 70,662 
Fidelity and Casualty .......... 371,46 419,233 
Fidelity and Deposit Company 57,084 63,803 
Frankfort American .......... 10,323 1,025 
Frankfort Marine .............. 82,017 76,359 
General Accident, Scot. ....... rrr 
General Accident, Pa. ........ BUEN 1 ccnccadves 
Great Eastern Casualty ...... 10,156 12,844 
Guarantee Company of N. A... 14,426 18,940 
Hartford Steam Boiler ........ 64,984 58,574 
CE sccenssckcocese 10 70 
Lloyds Plate Glass 36,545 33,565 
London Guarant. and Accident 202,039 174,905 
Maryland Casualty ............ 122,111 41,049 
Metropolitan Plate Glass ..... 32,701 26,291 
National Indemnity ............ 422 ra 
ere 33,848 25,568 
OW DEMMGSTEEED ccceccesscececes mY hatuscoun 
Wee By MNO FINED ooscescscccccese 4,656 3,760 
ee 5 oar 19,440 20,216 
eee ED ~ éeecedcahh 
Ocean Accident ..............-. 5,200 aad 
Pacific Mutnal (Accident) 39,371 16,176 
eee ME eeecasecan 
Preferred Accident ............ 58,259 3, 238 
Royal (Sprinkler) ‘ 6,215 7,898 
Standard ......... 68,143 66,127 
Security T. and L. (Health).. 719 Sehesenael 
TEE: stkdpadeas  seerssaciebe 169,079 154,298 
OS ae 54,240 109,531 
United States Casualty ........ 41,692 39,189 
United States Fid. and Guar. 47,772 29,36) 
United States Guarantee Co... 9,968 9,012 
Western, Aurora (Plate Glass) .......... 1,661 
pe er er epee $2,071,816 $1,786,489 
Saal ++ 


WEBSTER BACK WITH PREFERRED. 

Hart A. Webster, who built up the phenome- 
nal business of the Preferred Accident at Buf- 
falo, and was afterward given the Cleveland 
and Pittsburg agencies in addition,is back with 
the company after having engaged in the life 
insurance business for nearly two years. He 


- has been appointed manager of the New York 


business of the company, and will have entire 
charge of that city for the Preferred. 
++ ++ 

PREFERRED’S NEW CHICAGO ARRANGEMENTS. 

Considerable interest has been taken since 
THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER announced last 
week the new office of the Preferred Accident 
in Chicago, as to what effect the arrangement 
would have on the accident business in that 
city. The company has installed its quarters 
in 1010 New York Life building, with W. C. 
Powell of Pittsburg in charge. W. C. Potter, 
superintendent of agents, is still in the city 
getting the new regimé in working order. 
The idea of the new office is to cater to 
brokerage business. Several contracts have 
been made, especially with life insurance men, 
who will broker their accident business to the 
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Preferred. The company will pay 25 per cent 
for occasional risks brought in and 30 per cent 
for regular business. In case a solicitor has 
a good accident business worked up, the com- 
pany will pay even a larger amount. All the 
contracts and accounts will be direct with the 
home office. This office of the Preferred will 
pay the same commission on renewals that it 
does on first year’s business. 

+ Sa 

PREFERRED ACCIDENT AT CINCINNATI. 

Superintendent of Agents W. C. Potter of 
the Preferred announces that the company’s 
manager at Cincinnati, Nelson J. Edwards, 
will not be allowed to join the Cincinnati Per- 
sonal Accident Board as a representative of 
the company. The Preferred will contract 
with other agents and solicitors in Cincinnati 
in addition to those which are in charge of 
Mr. Edwards. Mr. Edwards, as is known, 
has been given charge of some territory out- 
side of Cincinnati. The agents not contract- 
ing with Mr. Edwards direct, but having their 
contracts with the company, will repert 
through H. M. Diggins, the cashier at the 
Cincinnati office. 

~~ + 
WANT A PERSONAL ACCIDENT BOARD. 

A few managers of personal accident com- 
panies in Chicago are agitating the subject 
of forming a local personal accident assucia- 
tion. It is acknowledged that very little, if 
anything, can be accomplished in a city cf 
Chicago’s size.in limiting brokerage or con- 
trolling those who broker business. How- 
ever, it is felt that benefit can be derived from 
an association by a bureau of information as 
to doubtful applications and _ irresponsible 
solicitors. 

+ + 
PLATE GLASS CONDITIONS IN CHICAGO. 

The Maryland Casualty and Union Casualty 
still refuse to enter the local plate glass com- 
pact at Chicago. The Maryland Casualty will 
not join unless the Union Casualty does, and 
there seems no disposition on part of the 
Union to enter the association. The manage- 





ment of the Union believes that the plate glass 
compact cannot be successful in Chicago and 
prefers to be on the outside. The price of 
plate glass is about 150 per cent more than 
it was the same time last year, and this will 
probably militate against any deep cutting of 
rates. The assured who had the advantage 
of low plate glass rates in Chicago during the 
rate war naturally object very much when a 
new tariff is demanded. 
> + 
CLASSIFICATION BY STATES. 

Companies belonging to the Liability Con- 
ference are now classifying their business ac- 
cording to States, showing the amount of pay- 
roll for each class, losses paid and claims un- 
adjusted. The liability companies have an ex- 
haustive system of classification which is prob- 
ably as scientific as that of any other depart- 
ment of underwriting. There are over two 
hundred different classes, and the experience 
of each company as far back as possible is be- 
ing obtained on each class in several States. 
This will be very valuable information, and 
will act as a guide to the future. The local 
conditions in the several States are different in 
the way of laws, business situation, attitude 
of the courts, labor agitation, etc. 

++ ++ 
CONTRACTORS SCHEDULE BUSINESS. 

The increase of employers’ liability rates on 
contractors’ schedule risks has served to re- 
awaken attention to so-called heavy work, 
such as sewer construction, bridge and rail- 
road contracts, and, in fact, all sorts of heavy 
iron structural labor, or classes of business 
involving great peril and requiring manual 
labor from a lower grade of workmen in in- 
tellectuality. In case of injury in such in- 
stances it would be impossible to get witnesses 
together after the lapse of any length of time. 
They are such as have no permanent location, 
shifting here and there as occasion requires. 
They are also of low average mentality, many 
of them immigrants, and hence do not realize 
the value of an oath. Most of them are 
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grounded in prejudice, swayed by emotion, 
and inimical to corporate wealth. They are 
not capable of reaching calm and unbiased 
conclusions or making correct observations. 
Liability companies, therefore, are taking 
much more care in dealing with risks of this 
kind. Many of them refuse them entirely, 
and are constantly increasing their prohibited 
list. President Seward of the Fidelity and 
Casualty says of this business: 

Our agents have been notified of the material 
advance in the rates applying to all classifications 
in the contractors’ schedule. The constantly in- 
creasing prohibited classifications in this schedule 
promulgated from time to time by the sound lia- 
bility companies indicated clearly that such an 
advance was essential. A continuance of the old 
rates would lead logically to an ultimate aban- 
donment of the entire schedule by all companies 
exercising any care in underwriting methods. We 
recognize the importance of careful methods and 
the need for prohibition where certain special 
risks are involved, but a large prohibited list did 
not appeal to our intelligence as underwriters 
when, as a matter of fact, the exclusion of certain 
large classifications was a question of inadequate 
rates. 

++ +e 


SURETY COMPANY'S NEW SYSTEM. 

The National Surety has issued a circular to 
all its agents making material change in the 
methods of conducting its business. The agents 
cannot now issue contractors’ and quite a num- 
ber of court bonds. Bonds of administrators, 
guardian, trustees, etc., all have to be written 
with “joint control ;” that is, all checks issued 
by them have to be countersigned by the Na- 
tional Surety Company. Distillers’ and ware- 
house bonds have to be submitted to the com- 
pany before being written. Agents complain 
that it is difficult to get business under these 
regulations. 

The Central Accident of Pittsburg has 
closed the first three months of 1900 with a 
50 per cent increase of business over a year 
ago. 

The Phoenix Accident & Sick Benefit As- 
sociation of Benton Harbor, Mich., one of 
the most successful associations of the kind, 
will enter Wisconsin. 

The Bankers’ Mutual Casualty Company of 
Des Moines, Iowa, upon learning of the 
passage of the measure introduced at the re- 
quest of friends of the company, applied for 
admission to Ohio. 





WANTED.— The A&tna Life Insurance 
Company still has some good unoccupied 
territory in Ohio for which it desires first- 
class district agents, to whom it will give 
desirable contracts. The complete set of 
new policies issued January 1, 1900, to- 
gether with the low premium rates of 
“The A&tna,’’ are very attractive and are 
good sellers. Address COLLIN FORD, Man- 
ager, Cincinnati, Ohio. 





Cc. E.McBrIpe, Pres. KE. Gi, ROBINSON, Sec’y. 


The National Masonic Provident Ass'n, 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 
Incorporated 1890. 
WEEKLY INDEMNITY: 


$3.00 to $30.00 for Sickness. $4.00 to $60.00 for Accident. 
Provision for Age. 


Is the only Company that has ever made a continuous 
success of the sick-benefit business. 


SOLICITORS WHO ARB MASONS WANTED. 


TO COMPETE 


WITH THE FRATERNALS: EVERY OLD LINE AGENT 
SHOULD HAVE AS 


A Side Line 


THE AGENCY OF 
The Young Men’s Institute Insurance Co. 
(Incorporated under the laws of Ohio.) 
Leading Features: Policy Provides: 
AMPLE RESERVE. SICK BENEFITS. 
LOW EXPENSES. DISABILITY BENEFITS. 


CAREFUL EXAMINATIONS. LIFE INSURANCE. 
MONTHLY PAYMENT PLAN. 


Write for information to the Company, Pike Building, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


WANTED. 


To buy an insurance agency in Columbus, O., 
with premium from $6,000 to $12,009. 
J. E. R., 


Care of WestERN UNDERWRITER, Cincinnati, O. 























INSURANCE BROKERS. 





SHIPMAN & WAYNE, 
Frre INSURANCE, 
210 La Salle Street, - CHICAGO. 


Surplus Insurance placed in strong Companies 
Correspondence Solicited 





EOWARD D. CLARKE CoO., 
177 La Salle St., Chicago. Reference, Royal Trust Co, 


Representing companies writing surplus insurance, 
special risks and re-insurance, also large facilities for 
surplus lines. 


SUMMERHAYS & PATTEN, 


Fire Insurance Brokers, - 84 ADAIS ST., CHICAGO. 


Insurance placed on mercantile and manufacturing risks 
in any location. Correspondence solicited. 











LOCAL AGENTS. 





FREDO FF. THOMAS 4 CO 
GENERAL INSURANCE, 
Standard Building, No.63 Euclid Ave-ue. Cleveland Ohio, 
Special facilities for placing large lines in best English 
and American Companies. Correspondence Solicited. 








INSURANCE LAWYERS. 








White, Johnson, McCaslin & Cannon, 


Counsellors at Law, 


1416 to 1421 Williamson Bidg., Cleveland, 0. 





SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO THE 
LAW OF INSURANCE. 





C. A. FARNHAM & CO., 
4TH AND VINE STREETS, - CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
Fire, Marine, Tornado, Rents, Plate Glass, Accident, 
Boiler, Elevator, Employers’ Liability and 
Bonds. Correspondence solicited. 


H. J. BooTH. T. J. KEATING, Geo. S. PEeTers. 


Booth, Keating & Peters, 


Special Attention given | Rooms 7, 8. 9 Board of Trade. 
to Insurance Law. | Telephone 784. 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 





O.M. STAFFORD, GOSS 4&4 CO., 
THE LARGEST AGENCY IN CLEVELAND, 
BROADWAY AND WILLSON AVENUES. 

Woodland and Wills Aves. 
Branch Offices: { Downtown Office Coutury Building. 


FACILITIES FOR LARGE LINES. 





JOHN K. DUKE & SON, 
FIRE, LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE AGENTS. 
Leading Agents at Portsmouth, Ohio. 
Buy and Sell Real Estate. 








NO. 51 WEST SECOND ST., PORTSMOUTH, OHIO. 


Hovwvard & Handian, 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW. 
sdeabinn Special Attention to Law of Insurance 
Wheeling, W. Va. 





T.B, Paxton J.W. Warrington T. B. Paxton,Jr. G. H.Warrington 


PAXTON & WARRINGTON, 
Atrorneys & Counsetions at Law, 


Special Attention to she 


Uniteo Bann Bunome- 
Insurance Law. 


CINCINNATI, ©. 
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J. H. LEIDING 
FIRE INSURANCE. | 
MASONIC TEMPLE, CINCINNATI, O. | 


CORRESPONDENCE WITH NON-RESIDENT 
AGENTS AND GROKERS SOLICITED. 


Represents Leaving Companies. 


NEW YORK UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


ESTABLISHED 1864. 
Local Agents in all Prominent Localities In the } 
United States. 
Office: 100 William Street, New York. 


A. & J, H. STODDART, General Agents. 


en 
i x 
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Westera Mutua! 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF URBANA, O. 


WRITES OHIO BUSINESS ONLY. 


Fifty-Four Years Continuous and Successful Operation. 





! 





W. R. ROSS, President. C. A. ROSS, Secretary. 
E. T. O KANE, Ass’t Secretarv. 








Incorporated April 17, 1876. Ss 
Began Busi Octob 2, 1876. 2 


THE CENTRAL MANUFACTURERS 


MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 
VAIN WERT, oO. 


i Best equipment te Sante line between S E P A R AT I O N Liability of Members to Assessment, $371,788.55, 


, “> . pag é 
St. Louis, Louisville, and Cincinnati. Total Cash Assets $108,980.80 











B.8¢ ). “MUNN, S-W. Ry. 











i d t Cash Surp! 20, 

Through Pullman car service to New York, —_ a nears > Net Cash Surplus $67,218.20 

Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Washington. | imPERFECT OFFICESYSTEMS | u.v.ouney,Pres, F.W. Purmonr,Sec’y and Treas. 
Pullman Buffet Parlor Cars between Cincin- Piatt aniimuiait saithe Veiaklenen 

nati and Columbus, Department 1876. 3900, 





~ $TRONGER AND BETTER THAN EVER, 


TheONIO MUTUAL 


FIRE INSURANCE C0. 


O. P. McCARTY, G. P. A. CiciNNATI, O- | THE 6) OBE WERNICKE CO., CING:NNATI, OHIO. 











AMRMLKLALKAMLALAAAAARAAARAMG 


BIG FOUR ROUTE 


J. N. Vance, Pres. C. W. Franzuerm, Vice Pres 
Jas. P. ADAMS, Secy. C. H. MERKEL, Ass‘t Secy. 





Cash Capital, $100,000.00 











Over $1,750,000.00 Paid in Fire Losses. OF SALEM, O. 
Magnificent Vestibuled Trains with | ® ® | Se ‘ 
unequaled DINING CAR SERVICE to Franklin Fire Insurance Co. An Agency Company Confined to Ohio. FS 

CHICAGO, | OF WHEELING. “MAXIMUM SECURITY—MINIMUM COST.” 
Lake F,ont Entrance. | Organized 1862 J. BR. VERNON, Secretary. 
ST. LOUIS, 
Via Merchants Bridge (No Tunnel.) CHARTERED 1851. fF 
7 + 
Boston wi. Richland — 
Only Through Sleeping CarLine. *| Health Insurance Exclusively. ewcrrian : 
NEW YORK, 


Only Depot in the City. 


Fast Schedules, Fine Equipment, 
Smooth Tracks. 


| 
| Gustav W. Liirman, Prest. Samuel R. Barr, Vice-Prest | Mutual Insurance Company, 
| MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


National Indemnity & Insurance ei Daas 
Company of BaltimoreCity. = j'cvivin, § GGgetee, «Ae comminn 


EKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KCL KES 


WARREN J. LYNCH, W. P. DEPPE, CAPITAL $100,000.60 URPLU H. R. Smith, H. C. Hedges, J. A. Rigby, 
Genl. Pass. & Tkt. Agt. A.G.P & T. Agt. .00. Ss Ss 000.00. 
J. B. RERVES, Geni. Southern Agent, . R » $38, oe : Assets, $1,600,000.00. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. RELIABLE AGENTS WANTED. H. RB. SMITH, Pres’t. R. SMITH, See’y. 
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J. W. WAGNER, Pres. J. M.Coox, Sec’y. 





TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD. 


THE MANSFIELD | 


MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


Premium Notes, $388,760. 
Net Cash Surplus $23,435. 









ts make money fast. 
Frame, £2, 24 or 





and take orders. Our age’ 
SPECIFICATIONS. 


Transacts an Agency Business in Ohio. 3 
tions, flush J 












"Hygienic Twentieth Annual Financial Statement 
bd maroon or coach pen, highly finished and ornamented; special 
finished nickeling on all bright parts. We thoroughly test every piece — 


of material that goes into this machine. Our b’ ° 
bend with each bicycle. inding year’s guer 


5 5 
, epee et 2) a pamempntiapatemand. onset Manufacturers’ & Merchants’ Mutual Insurance Co. 


a genuine Burdick 10,000 mile barrel pattern cyclo- ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 

meter; grade fi r a af oF 

— ART, joor pump. Your money all back if you are not H.W. PRICE, PResivenT. F. F. WORTAWOOD, TREASURER. 

CHEAP WHEELS GEO. B. KELLEY, vice-pnes. GEO. W. CARSE, secnerany. 
. 


concerns and big supply houses advertise and sell as high ‘ s m, JANUARY 1, 1900. 


ae at® to Xi = Ps 
mend them. B R REIS. Sus chivakchcdnintinduckecetl $ 65,564.83 Bx: 
heap, write ASSETS. gee "500.30 « 
it - on UN ABLE to BU res {Contingent Stee cescdecsudaceseusoesee 421,590. : 























are 
h to $487,155 13 
wie se sah sp lib cs Surplus above all Liabilities................+-- $439,708 23 
y IABILIT bank or busi h in Chi 4 Cas) rpius, 13.93. 
lsend LS mothers < oes _ from the largest banks in Chicago if you wie it. Losses pln pele Dect eo $807,920 
te cab sigsieml thane a a - . $807, 
ER be wn very soon. (2 Give name of — ieee | Cash Dividend paid since organization........ 99,411 25 


1 Average rate of dividends to policy holders 20 per cent. 


J. L, MEAD GYGLE COMPANY. Chicago, m 

















THE WESTERN 





UNDERWRITER. 








PROVIDENT LIFE AND TRUST CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


INSURANCE IN FORCE, 
ASSETS, 





$128,740,464.00 
40,037 ,989.76 





In everything which makes Life Insurance perfectly safe, moderate in 
cost, and suitable to the needs of insurers the PROVIDENT is unexcelled. 

Evidence of the skillful and faithful mauagement of this Company is 
found in its exceedingly low expense rate, and the remarkably favorable 
rate of mortality. For the full period of its existence, the death rate has 
been only .61 of the rate indicated by the authoritative tables. 


Correspondence with Agents solicited. 
WILLIAM D. YERGER, Genera Acent Western Onio, 
METHODIST BOOK CONCERN BUILDING, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
S. S. SAFFOLD, Genera Acent Eastern Ono, 
706-710 GARFIELD BUILDING, CLEVELAND, onic. 
JAMES W. JANNEY, Generar Acenr, 
, 326 MARQUETTE BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILL 
JAY BASSETT, Generar Acenr, 
44 HOME BANK BUILDING, DETROIT, MICH 





Provident Savings life 
Assuranee Soeiety 


OF NEM YORK. 
Epwarpb W. Scott, PRESIDENT. 
THE BEST COMPANY FOR POLICY HOLDERS AND AGENTS. 


Successful Agents, and Gentlemen Seeking Remuneretive Business Connections, 
May Apply to the Head Office, or any of The Society's General Agents. 





—=="THIRTY-FOUR YEARS OLD.4==- 


Millers & Manufacturers 


Minneapolis, 
C. B. SHOVE, President. 


Minnesota. 


F. S$. DANFORTH, Secretary. 


F. K. HOGUE, Toledo, Ohio, 


J. 1. HUSS, Ass’t Secretary. 


General Agent for Ohio. 


Annual Statement, December 31, 1899. 








Insurance PEE 5 aia sSeddn cane teas $487,739.81 
LIABILITIES. 

Company GIR oun cede chacssesivas opéuansegestsbune $100,000.00 
Reinsurance Reserve ........... ee 85,598.72 

Other Liabilities .............. 30,059.71 

Surplus over all Liabilities $272,081.38 

Losses Paid Since Organization.................. $1,306,895.37 

Dividends Paid Since Organization...... 168,165.94 





SAMUEL QUINN, 


WILBUR 8. WYNN, 
V.-Pres't & Supt. of Agts. 


Secretary and Actuary. 


THE STATE LIFE INSURANCE GOMPANY, “ONSU: 


IND, 
The largest and most progressive Old Line Company fa the world for its age. 


ANDREW M. SWEENEY, 
Preside: 











dnsgurance in force December 31, 1899 ........ 2... ccc ce cee cece een eeeeeee $22,208,470 
oe oo, Fs Suk ekdSaadabianec Foie bicanidshocdaeccandudeodas 417,780 
aR OR SEI NE ee eke, ny ee aN Cane ee 266,246 
Surplus over all liabilities, saved out of the business in five years ............... 161,534 
Deposit with State of indiana for protection of all its policy-holders............. 300,000 


No other Company could show such results at the same age. 


The Company is incorporated under the Legal Reserve, Compulsory Deposit 
law of Indiana, acknowledged to be the best law ever enacted. Every policy is se- 
cured by a deposit of its entire reserve value with the State of Indiana. 

The Company issues all formsof lifeand endowment insurance, with loan, cash 
and paid-up values, extensions, etc. 

To Life Insurance Agents—&xamine the Life Annuity Competitivg Contract of 
this Company. A unique and advanced method, original with this Company, of se- 
curing a closer fraternity of interests between the agents and the Company. The 
only contract that gives an agent a fair show to grow with, and share in the pros- 
qarity of his Company as it grows and prospers. It enables the average agent to 
win a life competency and become independent. WRITE FOR PARTICULARS. 


Mutual Reserve Fond Life Association 


(/ncorporated.) 
FREDERICK A. BURNHAM, presipenrt. 


Mutual Reserve Building, New York City. 


LIFE INSURANCE 
ON PURELY MUTUAL BASIS, 
WITH FULL RESERVE. 


1881. @ RESULTS UNPARALLELED. ® 1900. 


Total Death Losses Paid by Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association 
since organization, over 


FORTY MILLION DOLLARS. 


Competent men can secure liberal contracts by applying to the Home Office 





or to any of the Managers or General Agents. 











Massachusetts Mutual Lift Insurance Co." 


INCORPORATED 1851. 


Assets Jan. 1, 1900, $23,819,937.17. 


Liabilities, $21,835,114.54. 


Surplus, $1,984,822.63. 


Definite paid-up and cash surrender values written in every policy. 


JOHN A. HALL, President. 





CINCINNATI OFFICE: 20! Johnston Building. 


HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Secretary. 
F. C. CROSS, Manager. 
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Underwood Typewriter 








Is a perfectly VISIBLE writing machine. 
The TOUCH is light—no lifting the carriage 
—work always in sight. 

More work can be done on the Under- 
wood Typewriter than on any other ma- 
chine. Write for catalogue and price. 


OSCAR S. LEAR & COMPANY, 


CINCINNATI, O., 4th and Main. 


OFFICES: | COLUMBUS, O., 201 So. High. 





















Continental Assurance Company 
OF NORTH AMERICA. 

Cash Capital and Surplus, $260,000.00 

General Offices, DETROIT, MICH. 


ACCIDENT, HEALTH AND PLATE GLASS 
INSURANCE. 


Write for circulars on New Up-to-Date Accident 
and Health Policy. 


Pay 104 WEEKS for ACCIDENT: 26 WEEKS for 
GiCKNE 88, and covering over 200 diseases. 


ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


Cincinnati Office, - - 829 Pike Bldg. 
Cleveland Office, - - 224 Hickox Bldg. 
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UNION 32" 
AND-+—<—— 
SURETY 

COMPANY, 


Wainwright Bildg., ST. LOUIS, MO. 














Individual Accident, Health 
and Plate Glass Insurance. 
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ROLLA V. WATT, Mer., 


or 
Pacific Coast Department—California, Oregon, 
Washington, Utah, Idaho and Arizona. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 





Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Mary- 


ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING, 
306 Walnut Street, PHTLADELPHIA. 


JNO. TENNEY, Megr., 
R. EMORY WARFIELD, Ass't Mgr. - VY A : 
For 
land, Virginia, N. Carolina, Dist. of 
Columbia, West Virginia. 








yom" LAW BROTHERS, Mgrs., Insurance Company. JNO. ™ GRECKINRIDGE CASTLEMAN. 


For 
Western Department — Illinois, Ohio, Indi- 





; For 
ana, Michigan, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Southern Department — Kentucky, Tennes- 
es nee b Eonete. & Be CH ARLES H L AW MANACER em. see, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, Als- 
aie = lhe tl - % CINCINNATI BRANCH. bama, Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas, Lou- 
ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING, isiana, Oklahoma, Indian Territory. 
169 Jackson Street, CHICAGO. South-east Cor. Third and Walnut Sts. LOUISVILLE, KY. 





“The Leading Fire Insurance Company of the World.”’ E. F. BEDDALL, Mgr., 


FIRE —— TORNADO. wes Ob.aith Ge wterer women. 





G. M. COIT, Ass’t Me be 


ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING. 
50 Wall Street, NEW YORK. 


GEORGE P, FIELD. E. B. COWLES. 


FIELD & COWLES, Megrs., 
For 


Massachusetts,Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Maine. 
85 WATER STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 











BARBEE & CASTLEMAN, Mgrs., 

















Wester Salvage Wrecking Agency, 


Handlers of all kinds of 


FIRE AND MARINE SALVAGE. 
Nos. 207 and 209 Madison Street, 


CHICAGO. 


SAMUEL GANS, Manager. 


Long Distance Telephone, 
Main Express 275 


THE EZEKIEL & BERNHEIM CO. 


Auctioneers, Appraisers 
and Salvage Wreckers. 


SALESROOMS, 334 MAIN STREET. 
WAREHOUSE, 316 ELI STREET. 


| Leng Distance Telephone, 1368. 


| CINCINNATI. 

















THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


CF NEW YoR = 


RicuarRpD A. McCuRDY, PREST. 


Offers exceptional opportunities to good agents to represent it in the United States and Canada. 
It is the best company to work for and employs only good and reliable men. 
It issues the most attractive and desirable policies, 
Experienced agents who desire to represent this company are invited to address 
GEORGE T. DEXTER, Superintendent of Domestic Agencies Home Office. 








and is the greatest financial institution in the world. | 
. | 

















Sif Te, and Health 


Ihex Accident 


Policies. 


or NEW YORK. 


LARGE BENEFITS. LOW RATES. BEST COMMISSIONS. 


Assets, 





- 4 $777,385.45. Surplus, «+ © $365,124.30. 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, Sec’y, 290 Broadway, New York. 


MARYLAND CASUALTY CO., 


BALTIMORE. 


NE i nd. ccdnndnicvunenencs speabebbidibanabanes $750,000 
Surplus and undivided profits ....... 2.0.6.0... cc ccccceccneceeece 666,216 
ee Gee A IID 6. . cn cvcsusedenvececscoccesbbncvccedseeane $1,350,000 
ry Se IS 5 edicdccbpsnsisecconccceceescasonsobucdor ds 559,217 


Writes desirable contracts covering 
pumeayers’ -.¢ bytes Collective, 
an ndlord’s Liability, Teams, ... 
Individual Accident, Plate Glass, Elevator, . i INSURANCE 
Automatic Sprinkler, and Steam Boiler... . 


The Highest Grade and Most Thorough System of Ins ions 
Guaranteed Elevator and Steam Boller Policy Holders. 


The Strongest Casualty and Accident Company. PRODUCING AGENTS WANTED. 


A. C. DURBOROW, General Agent, 605 Tacoma Building, Chicago, Ill. 

BROWN & WATSON, General A ts Ohio, ri 
908 New gland Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 
3 Masonic Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
































